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Memoir of the Revo. Welliam Foot: 
by Dr. Toulmin. 


Tur Rev. Witii1am Foor was 
a native of Plymouth, where he 
received his grammar learning: 
his academical studies were pur. 
sued partly under the Rev. Henry 
Grove, a name that deservedly 
ranks among the first on the tablet 
of dissenting ministers, at Taunton; 
and partly under the Rev, Jon 
Alexander, at Stratford-upon-. 
Avon, a person of the first note 
in his time for oriental learning. 

In 1728, he settled with a Cal. 
vinistic congregation, of the baptist 
persuasion, at ‘Tiverton, in Devon; 
which then assembled for worship 
in a building situated on the ruins 
of the outworks of the fortification, 
During two years of the short 
period of time which he spent in 
this connection, he was much 
employed in raising subscriptions 
to build a new mecting-house. In 
this space, he was in London, and 
received an invitation to become 
pastor of the baptist church, in 
Devonshire Square, of which the 
learned Dr. Ward, Professor of 
Rhetoric, at Gresham College, 
was then a member; who, afters 
wards, expressed himself very 
much disappointed, if not dis- 
Pleased, in consequence of a step 
taken by Mr, Foot, which diverted 
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the views of the congregation from 
him; though it really did honour 
to the candour of his temper, to 
the impartiality of his enquiries 
and to the integrity of his princi- 
ples. While Mr. Foot was in 
town, he purchased a copy of 
Archbishop ‘Tillotson’s Sermons : 
on the perusal of those, in which 
the principles of Calvinism were 
discussed, he was much impressed, 
and the conviction produced inhis 
mind led to a change of his sentie 
ments. As he was invited to the 
pastoral office by the church in 
Devonshire square, while his judg. 
iment on doctrinal points was in 
agreement with theirs, he thought 
himself obliged, on the grounds of 
sincerity, to state ingenuously, the 
change of his views on such sub. 
jects, before he accepted the over- 
ture. ‘This open and frank con- 
duct, as might be expected, ren- 
dered bim no longer acceptable to 
those who had recently expressed a 
marked approbation of his minis- 
terial gifts and services ; and thus, 
as he himself expressed it, ** all 
his towering prospects of becom- 
ing a London divine terminated in 
an obscure retirement, between the 
high hills of North Devon.’* The 
change of his sentiments soon 





* On Mr. Foot’s personal information 
to the writer of this Memoir, 
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raised the prejudices of the con- 
rrevauion at Tiverton against him, 
and rena red his situation quite 
uneasy. In 1731, he, therefore, 
m ide an CN hany , { connections 
with Mr. Henry Terry,” minister 
of the baptist church at Moreton 
Hampstead ; and he remained, 
for some time, in this retirement, 

\fter this he removed to Bris. 
tol, became the minister ofa small 
congregation of General Baptists, 
on Callow-Hill, and opened a 
grammar-school on St Michael's. 
Hill, in that city, which he kept 
with great reputation for many 
years, to his death, in May, 1782. 
A his minary laid the foundation 
of his usefulne ss, reputation, and 
fortune. One ot his pupils, a re. 
spectable gentleman, in a work 
held in great estimation, bears an 
bonourable and gratetul testimony 
to his old tutor, both “ as a learned 
and good man;” and informs us 
that ** he had an excellent method 
of ntuking the boys write letters to 
him on different subjects; such as 
the beauty and dignity of truth, the 
obligations of a religious life, the 
benefits of a good education, the 
mischief ot idleness, &c. previe 
ously stating to them the chief 
arguments to be urged, and ine 
sisting On Correctness in orthogra. 
phy and grammar.” +t 

Mr. Foot’s publications were 





* Mr. Dunsford, in his History of 
Tiverton, p. 378, has given his readers 
an anecdote, truly honourable to Mr. 
Terry. “* He was summoned to subscribe, 
according to the requisition of the Act 
of Toleration, thirty-five of the Articles 
ofthe Church of England: but, though 
his own scntiments were consonant to 
them, he refused it; beeause he would 
not be che means of abridging the liberty 
of other dissenting ministers in Tiverton, 
whocould not conscientiously sign them.” 

t History of the West Indies. vol. iii. 
Life, p. 10. 


not many nor bulky. His fir 


was a small piece, entitled A Prac. 
tical Essay on Baptism. His next 
was a Tract on education, In the 
form of a letter to a friend, cal. 
culated and designed to give the 
public the means of forming their 
judgment on his abilities, as an 
instructor of youth, and on the 
merits and utility of the plan he 
adopted. The occasion of his ap. 
pearing a third time from the press, 
was the part assigned to him in the 
ordination of Mr. John Sturch, at 
Newport, in the Isle of Wight, on 
the 2isi June, 1753; on which 
occasion, he delivered and printed 
a discourse under the title of “A 
Charge.” His fourth publication 
wus ** A Plain Account of the 
Ordinance of Baptism ; in which 
allthe Textsofthe New Testament, 
relating to it, ure produced, and 
the whole Doctrine concerning it 
drawn from them alone: in a 
course of Letters tothe Right Rev. 
Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, late Lord 
Bishop ot Winchester.”’ This little 
work appeared in two distinct 
courses ot Letters, one of which 
was published in 1756, the other 
mn 1758, in Svo.: a second edition 
of both together, appeared in 1766: 
and a third, with the author's 
last corrections and improvements, 
was edited by the writer of this 
biographical sketch, in 1787, sev- 
eral years after Mr. Foot’s death. 
This tract has gone through 
several editions, and had an exe 
tensive circulation in America. 
At home, it has been treated 
with the attention and respect, 
which a work of merit claims. Oa 
its first publication, one of the 


_ 





* Some remaining copies are on sale, 


at Mr. D. Eaton’s, No. 187, High-Hol- 
born. 





critical yournals bestowed upon it 
this just encomium :—* ‘This au- 
thor writes with candor, and ina 
very sensible manner; there are 
no marks in his Letters of that in- 
temperate heat and violent party 
spirit, with which the writers in 
this controversy have, trequently, 
disgraced both themselvesand their 
subject.’”* 

In a work of another kind, an 
ingenious writer, at a subsequent 
period, spoke of this piece in these 
respectful terms: ‘* The course 
of Letters to the late excellent 
Bishop of Winchester, on the sub. 
ject of a Christian Institution, de. 
serves the serious perusal of every 
wellewisher to primitive Christi. 
anity. If the argument of this 
pamphlet be conclusive, there is 
no corruption of gospel simplicity, 
greater than what is there exposed ; 
and of consequence, nothing can 
be more a duty on protestant pro- 
fessors than to consider impartially 
and renounce the error. For my 
own part, I have been long of the 
same opinion with the learned and 
candid writer: but his book has 
pleased me the best of any on th 
subject. There is a beautiful and 
universal concurrence iu truth: 
and Bishop Hoadly’s principles 
are those, on which alone it will 
ever have honour and an happy 
influence among men,’’4 : 

_A Prelate of the present day, 
distinguished by the liberality of 


' 





* Monthly Review, for Oct. 1753. 
P- 144. 

+ The Protestant: or the Doctrine of 

niversal Liberty asserted, in opposition 
to Dr. Lowth’s Representation of it, in 
his late celebrated Lester, 1766, p- 5, 6. 

N.B. This piece was written by 


Mr. William Sh f 
Wight. arpe, of the Isle of 
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his spirit, in a catalogue of books 
proper, in his opinion, to form the 
library of a clergyman, has as. 
signed an honourable place to 
these Letters, by naming them 
with two other capital works on 
the same question.* 

The principles on which Mr. 
Foot reasons in these Letters, are 
excellent for their clearness and 
precision, for the force and evie 
dence which they carry along 
with them, and for the simplicity 
of the application. The particu- 
lar circumstance which gave 0Ce 
casion to the publication of them, 
was this. <A gentleman, who for 
some years had his doubts upon 
the subject of baptism, being dise 
gusted with the personalities and 
other matters forcign to the point, 
in writings on both sides of this 
controversy, applied to afriend of 
Mr. Foot, the Rev. Josiah Thomp- 
son, a baptist minister, to put 
into his hands a treatise, which 
exhibited a plain, concise view of 
the argunent. Mr. ‘Thompson 
felt pain and concern at hemng, 
obliged to tell him, that among 
the numberless tracts that had 
been publish d on the question, lie 
kuew not one that would answer 
his views and wishes; and there- 
fore advised him to form his owl 
judgment trom the authentic ac- 
counts of this institution, with 
which the writers of the New Tes- 
tament have furnished us, 

This suggested to the mind ot 
Mr. ‘Thompson, that a small trea- 
tise on baptism might be of use, 
and be read by persons who had 
neither time nor patience to entet 
into the controversy, 4» it has 


—— ——_- 





* Bishop Watson’s valuable Collec 
tion of Theological Tracts, p- 6. 
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260 Additions to the Notices of Mr. Frankland’s Pupils. 


heen generally managed. As he 
knew no one so well qualified, in 
every respect, to undertake this 
matter, he earnestly requested him, 
and strongly recommended it to 
him, to perform this task : the re. 
quest was obligingly met by Mr. 
loot, and the task soon executed, 
‘* T then thought, and have ever 
since,” said Mr. Thompson, ina 
letter to the writcr of this article, 
* been of youropinion, that when 
many occasional pieces, ina cone 
troversial strain, shall be forgotten, 
these Letters will be a standard 
book on the subject.”’* 

‘Lhe moderation, candour, and 
simplicity, so apparent in these 
Letters, were eminently exempli- 
fied in the mind and manners 
of the writer. Piety, integrity 
and benevolence were conspicuous 
through his whole character. No 
worldly interest or temptations 
of any kind, ever, in a single ine 
stance, overpowered those virtues, 

To the editor of the last linpres. 
sion of the Letters on Baptism, 
the mutual friend of both, Mr, 
Thompson, wrote thus on the oc. 
casion of this republication. — 


** 16th Oct. 1786. 
“ Dean Stir, 

** Your favour of the 30th Sep. 
tember, together with the preface 
to the intended edition of Mr. 
Foot’s Letters, gave me peculiar 
satisfaction and pleasure. An in. 
timacy with the worthy author, 
between thirty and forty years, 
enables me to bear testimony to 
every tittle you have said of him 
at the conclusion of the Preface. 
The longer I knew him, the more 
I venerated, esteemed and loved 





* My edition of Foot's Letters. Pre- 
lace, p. 2iv, av. 


him. The simplicity of his mari, 
ners, the sweetness of his temper, 
his unconfined benevolence and 
unatiected piety, never failed to 
fill all who conversed with him 
(who were capable of feeling) with 
the highest admiration of his 
character. And to have my name 
mentioned in any connection with 
Mr. Foot’s, is an honour I set 
much greater value upon, than 
to be known to those, whose rank 
and titles make a more splendid 
figure in the world,” 

It should he added, that Mr. 
Foot’s purse was open to aid 
schemes of public utility and to re- 
lieve distress, and that the kindness 
and hospitalities of friendship, 
were cheerfully enjoyed under his 
roof, J.T. 
Birmingham, 18 April, 1811. 





Additions to the Notices of Mr. 
Frankland’s Pupils, to 1678. 


1670. No. 3. Thomas Whitaker, 
dicd minister of Call-Lane, 
Leeds, Nov. 19, 1710, aged 66. 

1672. No.7. John Holdsworth, 
died minister of Cleck Heaton, 
(between Leeds and Halifax,) 
Dec. 15, 1711. 

—No. 9, Samuel Yates, son of 
Rob. Yates, ejected from War- 
rington. Calamy ii. 409. 

1074. No. 16. John Heywood, 

—No. 17. Eltezer Heywood, Eli. 
ezer was son of Oliver Heywood, 
ejected from Coley, Yorkshire, 
Cal. Cont. 947. Probably John 
also; or he and others in the 
list might be sons of Nathaniel 
Heywood, ejected from Orms- 
kirk. Eliezer Heywood died 
minister of Dronfield, Derby- 
shire. His son or grandson 
was minister of Mansfield, till 
178—; educated at Dr. L1- 
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tham’s,Findern, Hisson, Samuel! 
Heywood, was towneclerk of 
Nottingham. See Wakefield’s 
Life. 

No, 20. God’ s-gift Kirby, died 
a young man, aged 28, Nov. 
22, 1686, alter preachmg but 
once. 

1675. No. 23. Joseph Boyse, 
alterwards an eminent minis. 
ter in Dublin. See Birog. 
Britt. 

1676. No. 27. Eliezer Birch, 
died minister of Manchester, 
May 12, 1717. 

—No. 29. Timothy Haliday, as- 
sistant to Mr. Daniel Williams, 
at Dublin, but died 1683, and 
was succeeded by Mr. Boyse. 
Biog. Britt. 

—No. 32. Joseph Whitworth, died 
minister of Cockey Chapel, eb. 
13, 1722, aged 66, 

1077. No.36, Samuel Angier , pro- 
bably son of one of the Angicrs. 
Cal. 395, and Cont. 110. 





List of Mr. Frankland’s Pupils. 
(Continued from p, 205.) 

(1678) 

43. Samuel Leech, April 17. 

44. Peter Finch, May 3. [Pro- 
bably son of Henry Finch of 
Manchester, and colleague with 
Jonas Chorley at Norwich.*] 

45. John Frankland, ibid. Query, 
son or relation of the tutor ? 

46. Thomas Lea, May 11. 

47. George Henshaw. 

48. John Lister, June 4. 

49. Ralph Butler. 

50. Juha Williamson, July 10. 

51. Samuel Hallows, Sep. 20. 

(1679) 

52. Joseph Coppindale, April 1. 


ee 
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" For the additions included in [J 
po are indebted to the Rev. Wm. Tur- 
































List of Mr. Franklana’s Pupils. 26t 


53. Gamaliel Jones, April 164 
{ Ile preached at Chad. 


kirk, Cheshire ; afterwards at 


Hatherlowe, Derbyshire, eleven 


years. He died June, 1717. 
Iie was turned out of the old 
Chapel, because he would not 
read the Common Prayer, He 
was succceded by his son 
Joshua, who was minister here 
a long time. | 

54. William Horn, June 10. 

55. Thomas Buckley, 18. There 
was a Mr. Buckley, from this 
country, who was a student at 
Daventry, about the year 1758, 


who was settled at Dukinfield. * 


56. John Gleadhall, October 1. * 

57. Thomas Whalley, October 3. 
{Probably minister of Hindley, 
near Wigan, who died 170U.] 


SiR, 

Your correspondent’s account 
of Mr. W. Whitaker, p. 212, is 
correct. It may not be improper to 
add to it, that my friend broke a 
bloed-vessel in the evening after 
preaching twice at Morley Chapel, 
on Mat. xxiv. 44. From that 
hour he considered himself as un« 
der the sentence of death, and 
would never suffer himself to be 
flattered, as he knew many have 
been, in consumptive cases, with 
the hope of recovery. Having 
determined to print ‘hese his two 
last discourses, to be distributed 
gratis among his friends, after 
his decease, and prefixed an ad- 
monition against self-deception in 
cases like his own, he sent the 
copy to mea very short time be. 
fore his death, with a request that 
i would undertake to be the editor 
of it. The late Mr. Backland 
afterwards requested leave to print 
an edition for public sale, which 
he accordingly did, and the whole 
speedily went off. S. P. 
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EXTRACTS FROM NEW PUBLICATIONS 


——— 


letter by Dr. Watson, Bishop 
oO; Liaendafi, on an Ecclesiastt. 
cal Establishment for Rritish 
India. 

From ‘¢ Christian Researches in Asia ;" 
by the Rev. Claudius Buchanan, D.D. 
Late Vice-Provost of the College of 
Fort-William, in Bengal. 8vo. 1811. 
pp. 250—255. 


( ‘algarth.Park, Ke ndale, 
14th May, 1806: 


Rev. Sir, 


Saige weeks ago | received 


our Memoir of the expediency of 
an ecclesiastical Establishment for 
British India ; for which obliging 
attention | now return you my best 
thanks. I hesitated for some time 
whether I ought to interrupt your 
speculations with my acknow. 
ledgments for so valuable a present; 
but on be ing informed of the noble 
premium, by which you purpose 
to exercise the talents of graduates 
ia the University of Cambridge, I 
determined to express to you my 
admiration of your disinterested. 
ness and zeal in the cause of 
Christianity. 

Twenty years and more have 
now elapsed since, in a sermon, 
before the House of Lords, I hinted 
to the then government, the pro. 
priety of paying regard to the 
propagation of Christianity in 
India ; and I have since then, as 
fit occasions offered, privately, 
but unsuccessfully, pressed the 


matter on the consideration of 


those in power. If my voice or 
opinion can, in future, be of any 
weight with the king’s ministers, | 
shall be most ready to exert my- 
self, in forwarding any prudent 
measure for promoting a liberal 


ecclesiasti tablishmentin Brit- 
ish India; it is not without con. 
sideration that I say a inberal es. 
tablishment, because I heartily 
wish that every Christian should 
be at liberty to worship God ACe 
cording to his conscience, and be 
assisted therein by a teacher, at 
the public expense, of his own 
persuasion. 

The subjects you have pro. 
posed for the work which shall 
obtain your prize, are all of them 


judiciously chosen, and if properly 3 


treated (as my love for my Alma 
Mater persuades me they will be) 
may probably turn the thoughts 
of the legislature towards the mea. 
sure you reccommend, 

The Salutaris Lux Evangelit, 
by Fabricius, published at Ham- 
burgh in 1731, will be of great use 
to the candidates tor your prize; 
and his Index Geographicus Epis. 
copatuum Orbis Christiant, sub- 
joined to that work, might, if ac 
companied with proper Notes, al- 
ford a very satisiactory elucidation 
of your third head. 

God in his providence, hath 
so ordered things, that America, 
which three hundred years age 
was peopled by none but Pagans, 
has now many millions of Christi. 
ansin it; and will not, probably, 
three hundred years hence, havea 
single Pagan in it, but be occue 
pied by more Christians, and 
more enlightened Christians thab 
how exist in Europe. 

Africa is not now worse fitted 
for the reception of Chrisuanity 
than America was, when it W® 
first visited by Luropeans ; an 
Asia is much better fitted for "%; 
inasmuch as Asia enjoys & cons 
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derable degree of civilization ; and 
some degree of it Is necessary to 
the successful introduction of 
Christianity. ‘The commerce and 
colonization of Christian states 
have civilized America, and they 
will, in process of time, Civilize 
and Christianize the whole earth. 
Whether it be a Christian duty to 
attempt, by lenient methods, to 
propagate the Christian religion 
umong Payans and Mahomedans, 
can be doubted, I think, by few ; 
but whether any attempt will be 
attended with much success, till 
Christianity is purified from its 
corruptions, and the lives of Chris- 
tians are rendered correspondent 
to their Christian profession, may 
be doubted by many: but there 
certainly never was a more prom. 
ising Opportunity of trying the ex- 
periment of subverting Paganism 


in India, than that which has for 


some years been offered to the 
government of Great Britain. 
The morality of our holy re- 
ligion is so salutary to civil society, 
its promises of a future state so 
consolatory to individuals, its pre. 
cepts so suited to the deductions 
of the most improved reason, that 
it must finally prevail throughout 
the world. Some have thought 
that Christianity is losing ground 
in Christendom, I am ofa different 
opinion. Some ascititious doc. 
trines, derived from Rome and 
Geneva, are losing ground a. 
mongst learned men; some un- 
christian practices, springing from 
'gnorance, bigotry, intolerance, 
selfssufficiency of opinion, with 
uncharitableness of judgment, are 
losing ground amony all sober- 
minded men, buta belief m Jesus 
Christ as the Saviour of the world, 
as the medium through whem 
eternal life will be given to all 
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who obey bis gospel, is more and 
more confirmed every day in the 
minds of men of eminence and 
erudition, not only in this, but in 
every other Christian country. 
rom this praise | am not dis. 
posed to exclude even France 
liself, notwithstanding the tempo. 
rary apostacy of some of its phi. 
losophers trom every degree of re. 
ligious faith. I cannot but hope 
well of that country, when I see 
its National Institute proposing 
for public discussion the following 
subject; * What has been the ine 
fluence of the Retormation of Lu. 
ther on the political situation of 
the different states of Europe, and 
on the progress of knowledge ?’ 
especially when | see the subject 
treated by Mr. Villers, in a man. 
ner which would have derived 
honour to the most liberal Pro. 
testant in the freest state in Eue 
rope. 

[It is not to be denied that 
the morals of Christians in general] 
fall far short of the standard of 
Christian perfection, and have 
ever done so, scarcely excepting 
the latter end of the first century. 
Yet, notwithstanding this con. 
cession, it isa certain fact, that 
the Christian religion has always 
operated to the production of 
piety, benevolence, self-govern- 
ment, and the love of virtue 
amongst individuals, in every 
country where it has been received ; 
and it will every where operate 
more powerfully, as it is received 
with more firm assurance of its 
truth ; and it will be every where 
received with more firm assurance 
of its truth, as it is better under. 
stood; for when it is properly 
understood, it will be freed from 
the pollutions of superstition and 
fanaticism among the hearers, and 
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M4 Account of Lalande, the Astronomer. 


from ambition, domination and 


secularity among the teachers, 


Your publication has given 
us in England a great insight into 
the state of Christianity in India, 
as well as into the general state 
of learning amongst you ; and it 
has excited in me the warmest 
wishes for the prosperity of the 
College of Fort-William. It is 
fn institution which would have 


done honour to the wisdom 


Solon or Lycurgus. 1 have no 
knowledge personally of the Mare 
quis Wellesley, but I shall think 
of him and of his coadjutors in this 
undertaking, with the highest re. 
spect and admiration, as long as I 


live. 


I cannot enter into any pare. 
ticulars relative to an ecclesiasti- 
cal establishment in India; nor 
would it perhaps, be proper to 
press government to take the mat. 
ter into their consideration, till 
this country is freed from the Jan. 
ger which threatens it: but I 
have that opinion of his Majesty’s 
ministers, that they will, not only 
from policy, but from a serious 
sense of religious duty, be dis- 
posed to treat the subject when- 
ever it comes before them with 
great judgment and _ liberality. 


May God direct their counsels ! 


* Our empire in India,’ said 
Mr. Hastings, ‘ has been acquired 
by the sword, and must be main. 
tained by the sword.’ I cannot 
agree with him in this sentiment. 
All empires have been originally 
acquired by violence, but they are 
best established by moderation and 
justice, There was a time when 
we shewed ourselves to the inhabi. 
tants of India in the character of 
tyrants and robbers; that time, | 
trust, is gone for ever. The wisdom 
of British policy, the equity of ite 


jurisprudence, the impartiality of 
its laws, the humanity of its penal 
code, and above all, the incorrupt 
administration of public justice, 
will, when they are well under 
stood, make the Indians our wil. 
ling subjects, and induce them 
to adopt a religion attended with 
such consequences to the dearest 
interests of the human mind. They 
will rejoice in having exchanged 


’ the tyranny of Pagan superstition, 


and the despotism of their native 
princes, for the mild mandates of 
Christianity, and the stable au. 
thority of equitable laws. The 
difference between such different 
states of civil society, as to the 
production of human happiness, is 
infinite ; and the attainment of 
happiness is the ultimate aim of 
all individuals in all nations. 
I am, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your obliged and faithtal servant, 
R. LLANDAFF. 

To Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Vite 

Provost of the College of Fort. 

William, Calcutta. 





Account of Lalande, the Astrono- 


mer. 

From Walsh’s American Review, 
Printed, Philadelphia; Reprinted, Lon- 
don. No. i. 

The elder LALANDE, the cele 
brated professor of astronomy, a2 
one of the most extraordinary mea 
of his age, was among the first © 
the distinguished Savans, with 
whom it was my good fortune 10 
become acquainted. He di 
during my residence at Paris, 
after his decease, had that juste 
done to his stupendous powers 4 
acquirements, which, as it happe™ 
to many others, was refused to him 
during the last years of his lilt. 
Lalande, if not the most profou 
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Account of Lalande, the Astronomer. 


and original, was certainly the most 
learned astronomer of France, and 
the principé al benefactor of ithe 
scie nee to which he was so passion. 
ately devote dd. He was remarkable 
for the most egregious vanity, and 


for the broadest eccentricities of 


character, und almost equally 
eminent for the most noble virtues 
of the heart. By avery singular 
perversion of intellect, he became 
a professed Atheist, about the 
commencement ot the Revolution ; 
pronounced, in the year 1793, in 
the Pantheon, a discourse against 
the existence of a God, with the 
red cap upon his head 5 and dis. 
played, on this subject, the most 
absolute insanity during the rest 
of his Iie. ‘This monstrous In. 
fatuation betrayed him into the 
most whimsical acts of extrava. 
gance, and particularly into the 
publication of a Dictionary of 
Atheists, in which he enregistered, 
not only many of ** the illustrious 
dead,’’ but a great number of his 
contemporaries, and among these, 
some of the principal dignitaries 
of the empire. 

This circumstance led to an 
occurrence in the Institute, which 
that body will not soon forget. At 
an extraordinary sitting of all the 
classes convoked for the pure 
pose, when Lalande was present, 

letter from the emperor was 
fnnounced and read aloud, in 
Which it was declared that M. de 
Lalande had fallen into a state of 
dota; sty and was forbidden to pub. 
lish ¢] ereaiter ; uny thing under his 
Own hame., ‘The old astronomer 
Fose very solemaly, bowed low, 
and re plic d, that he would certain- 
ly obe y the orders of his Mz yjesty. 
His atheistical absurdities descrv- 
ed, no dou! Mt, to be re pressed ; ; but 


' ‘ ; 
esides the singularity of this form 
VOL. Vi, 


of interdiction, there Was an un- 
necessary degree of severity init, 
as the end might have been attame 
ed without so public a humiliation. 
Lalande was notoriously super- 
annuated, and not theretore a fit 
object for this species of punish. 
ment. ne consideration, more. 
over, was due to his many virtues, 
to his rank in the scienufie world, 
and to the large additions which 
he had made to the stock of hu- 
man knowledge. — Ilis atheistical 
opinions arose, not from any moral 
de pravit y, but from a_ positive 
alienation of mind on religious 
topics. Ie was not the less con. 
spicuous for the most disinterested 
generosity; for warm feelings of 
humanity; for the gentleness of his 
manners ; forthe soundness of his 
opinions on questions of science, 
and for acertainmagnanimity with 
regard to the merits of his rivals 
and detractors. The extravagance 
of his opinions and his mannets, 
during his dotage, rendered him 
an object of alinost universal de- 
rision in Paris, and subjected him 
to the most cruel and indecent 
mockery. It became fashionable, 
even among those who had derived 
their knowledge from his lessons, 
and expericnced his bounty, to 
depreciate his merits, both as an 
astronomer and as a man. La. 
lande had the misfortune of living 
to see a maxim verified in his own 

regard, which has been cxempli- 
fied in every age and country,— 
that some disciples may become 
superior to their masters. But he 
was, nevertheless, at all times, 
among the luminarics of science, 
and to him astronomy was indebt- 
ed for more substantial and unre. 
mitted services, than to any one of 
his contemporaries. 

No person of the last century 
2™ 
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made so brilliant a début, upon the 
world of science, as Lalande, nor 
was any Savan ever 1 warded, 
during sO long a course of years, 
with so many scientific honours, 
or feasted with more intoxicating 
homage. Before the uge of twe lily 
five, he was adinitted into almost 
all the learned academies of the 
world; and pensioned by the 
principal monarchs of the cont. 
nent. He travelled through nearly 
all the states of Europe, and was 
every where received with demon. 
strat.ons of the most enthusiastic 
PESpe et, not only by the learned of 
every description, but by all who 
were most distinguished in rank 
or fortune. In Italy, upon which 
he wrote the best book of travels 
now extant, he was overwhelmed 
with attentions by Clement the 
thirteenth, and pursued, from the 
remotest extremities of that coun. 
try, by its most distinguished or- 
haments in every department of 
knowledge and taste. He found 
his bust in most of the observa. 
tories of Germany, and was greet. 
ed with the surname of the God 
ef Astronomy, in some of the 
cities of the north. His reception 
in Lngland was of the most flatter. 
ing kind, and, in fact, all his jour- 
nies were but a continued succes. 
sion of triumphs. Before he had 
passed the age of thirty, he num. 
bered among his correspondents 
and his private friends, some of 
the reigning princes of Germany, 
and almostevery author or Savan 
of note in Europe. His works 
would embrace more than sixty 
ponderous volumes,®* and corres. 


-__ oo — 


* The chief of these is his History of 
Astronomy, in four volumes, 4to. the 
best clementary treatise, on that science, 
that has ever becn published. 


pond by their learning and utility, 
to the high reputation which he 
enjoyed. [tis not, therefore, much 
to be wondered at, if the circum. 
stances of his early lite produced 
that delirium of vanity, if] may be 
allowed the expression, which 
marked his character in the last 
stages of his career. 

In the conversations which [ 
had with bim not many months 
before his death, I frequently saw 
occasion to admire both the brile 
liancy of his imagination and the 
copiousness of his know ledges bug 
it was impossible to confine him, 
for avy length of time, to @ 
rational strain of discourse. His 
mind reverted incessantly to his 
favourite theory of Atheism, and 
to his own personal merits, upon 
which he expatiated with a come 
placency that would have been 
irresistibly ludicrous, if it had 
not exhibited so melancholy @ 
proof, of the imbecility of human 
nature, even when most eminently 
gifted. When he spoke, however, 
of republican institutions and of 
this country, he displayed a liber. 
ality of sentiment and an ardent 
attachment to the cause of fret 
dom ; which, with me, made full 
amends for his egotism. Tis pase 
sion for astronomical studies never 
deserted him :— until the moment 
of his dissolution, he was engaged 
in deep calculations and in the 
most elaborate researches. He 
was at all times lavish of his for 
tune in favour of the interests of 
science, and gave to the Institute, 
in the year 1802, a considerable 
sum in perpetuity, the interest of 
which was to be allotted to the 
person who produced the best 
work on Astronomy, or made the 
most important discovery, !9 that 
science, in the course of the ye 
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I was present at his funeral, 
which was attended by his breth. 
ren of the Institute, and rendered 
particularly solemn by the dis. 
course pronounced over his grave, 


Dupont de Nemours, now one of 


the most prominent of the fiterati 
of Paris, and who, as you may res 
collect, resided at New York afew 
years ago, stepped forth from the 
crowd, with thetears flowing rapid. 
ly from his eyes, and in the course 
of a very touching panegyric on 
the deceased, recited acts ot be. 
nevolence, which had fallen under 
his own observation, that would 
have done honour to a Howard. 
He made one striking observation, 
in which his whole auditory ap. 
peared to acquiesce at once ; 
“that LaLanpDe had much more 
religion than he was conscious of 
possessing.” 

Lalande was below the middle 
size, and exhibited one of the ug. 
liest faces that I have ever seen. 
IIe was, however, not a little vain 
of his person, and extremely fond 
of narrating the conquests which 
he had atchieved in his youth, over 
the hearts of half the princesses 
of Europe. ‘Fhe egotism which 
completely vanquished bis judg. 
ment in his old age, blinded him 
to the absurdity dnd falsehood of 
the recital on this head, which he 
never failed to make even to his 
casual visitors. He fancied that 
he had arrived at absolute perfec- 
tion, and published at various 
times a notification to the world, 
** that he possessed all the virtues 
and 200d qualities of human na- 
ture.” A wit of Paris very ear. 
hestly requested him, on one of 
these occasions, “ at least, tu de- 
ti that of modesty.”? His man. 
IcTS were e ed) ‘Noacing 
and his tse. ro ll 
by brilliant sallies, and by a sin. 
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gular degree of candour and 
naiveté, Lalande addressed a de. 
lineation of himself to a lady who 
had promised to write his life. 1 
cannot resist the iemptation of 
transcribing it for you, as it exhie 
bits an amusing specimen of the 
superlative vanity, and, for the 
most part, a very just picture of 
the character of this extraordinary 
man,— 

** | am,”’ says he, ** an enemy 
of show and ostentation 3 my 
amour propre (and every one bas 
his share) has but one object,— 
literary glory. My patience and 
temper can withstand any vexae 
tions, arising either from sickness, 
disappointment, or injustice, 

*© 1 exercise the most liberal 
indulgence, with regard to the 
faults or follies of others. I find 
every thing good. I can bear 
pleasantry, sarcasm, or even slan- 
der, but I know how to rally ia 
my turn. [| dislike the common 
pleasures of the world. IT cannot 
endure gambling, shows, or feasts, 

*¢ J never go to the play: study 
and the converse of intelligent per- 
sons, particularly of well-informed 
Women, are my only amusements, 
Such have been for me, in regular 
succession, the meetings of Mde. 
Geoflrin, du Bocage, du Detant, 
de Bourdie, de Beauharnais, de 
Salm, &c. In frequenting their 
societies, I always go on foot, and 
sometimes take long walks: my 
object in so doing Is to encounter 
mendicants, and I take pleasure 
in relieving them. 

‘“] have often lent, and my 
money has been rarely returned, 
but I have never reclaimed it. My 
honesty of speech often degenerates 
into rudeness. I have never been 
able to dissemble the truth, even 
when it was calculated to offend. 
1 have often fallen out with old 
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friends, in cons quence of refusing 
them my suflrage at academic 
elections. Tnever could bear the 
weight of hatred on my mind; I 
have made many enemies by my 
candour, but | me ver hated and 
have always endeavoured to con. 
Cilat then. L dove whatever 
contributes to the p rfection of 
mankind, and care very little for 
what contributcs to their amuse. 
ment. 

“ Gratitude ts so deeply im- 
planted in my heart, that I weep 
mvoluntarily, , whenever I recollect 
the proofs which I have either given 
or received of this feel: ng. The 
numerous instances of ingratitude, 
which IT have expericnced, have 
never diminished the warmth of 
my acknowledgment for favours. 

** Among the distinguished men 
who have honoured me with their 
friendship, I recollect, with plea. 
sure, Montesquieu, Fontenelle, 

J. Rousseau, Dalembert, Clai- 
raut, Maupertuis, .a Condamine, 
Voltaire, Reaumur, Euler, Bare 
thel mi, Raynal, Macquer, &c. 

* The last wished me to marry 
bis daughter; | refused her from 
&@ motive of friendship to the fam. 
ily ; she deserved a better match. 

** T can acknowledge, without 
pain, the superiority of my col. 
Jeagues in science : I declared, in 
my eulogium of Pingré, that the 

Academy had committed a mis. 
take, in deciding in my favour at 
an eloction, 

he lam ieproached with speak. 
' ne too otlen of mys It, ] acknow. e 
. ) dge this defcct, and have no other 
| excuse io ofler, but mv natural 
b} sincerity and my love of truth. I 
| maintain that it is treason against 
the Community, to be sil lit i) Ite 
lation to the VICES of others. If 
sacnificing the good trom a mis. 





the Astronomer. 


taken charity to the bad. I joye 
my family ; 3 [ have fiven up to 
the m the enjoyment of my inc ome, 
even during my life ume, | have 
loved women much; I love them 
still. Ihave always endeavoured 
to contribute to their iaprove, 
ment: my passion for them has 
always been reasonable ; they 
have never injured my _ fortune 
nor interfered with my studies, 
They have never made me pay a 
morning visit. I have sometimes 
said to handsome women: * It 
only rests with you to inake me 
happy, but it Is notin your power 
to make me miserable.’ They tell 
me that I have never truly loved; 
—Granted; if to love truly it 
be necessary to turn fool. 

‘*T am rich; but I have no ca 
prices or watts. Il have but few 
servants and no horses; Iam tem. 
perate and simple in my habits: 
I never ride: I can sleep any 
where: great opulence or bigh 
rank would be useless to me. 

‘© T am well prepared for death; 
when I write a note, or a memo, 
I say to my self—this, perhaps, is 
the last; but it is a great gratifi. 
cation tor me to render an additie 
onal service to astronomy and to 
add another stone to the edifice of 
my repu itation. 

“6 I am satisfied not only with 
my physical constitution, but with 
my moral being, with my philoso 
phy, with my sensibility 5 with 
Wy disposition to stigmatize vice, 
although it has made me maby 

encmics : | enjoy, therefore, all 
the happiness of which humanity 
iscapable; I am one of the most 
contented men oa earth, and 
Can say as Bayard did, that l feel 
my soul glide away from me, satise 
tied with herself.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 


i — — 


Mr. Belsham, on Mr. Carpenter's 
[pistle. 

Sir, Hackney, May 1,1811. 
How far it may be considered 
as fair play, for a man to give his 
unsuspecting neighbour a sly blow 
and then to run away, crying ‘*1 
will not ficht.” I leave to be de- 
cided by the amateurs of an art 
which I do not profess. In the 
meantime, permit me to express 
my wonder, what “ busy, meddling” 
demon can have prompted my 
worthy friend, Mr. b. Carpenter, 
to revive the remembrance of a 
controversy which had long since 
passed into oblivion. But it seems 
that the unquiet spirit of my wor. 
thy friend, after long brooding 
over the subject, could not retire 
to its finai repose, till it had given 
vent to its grief, indignation and 
surprise, ** at the supercilious man. 
ner in which his friend Belsham 
treats those who still maintain the 
doctrines of the pre-existence and 
atonement of Christ, after the 
strong expressions he has made 
use of in letters to, and conversa- 
tion with, the said B. C. in defence 
of these doctrines.” Now, sir, as 
I have had no intercourse with my 
worthy friend, directly or indirect. 
ly, by conversation or correspone 
dence, for some years, and as it is 
also some years since I have pub- 
lished any thing upon the subject 
to which he alludes, till since the 
date of his Valedictory Epistle, | 
Conless that I am completely at a 
loss to know to what circumstance 
my tnend refers; and to his broad 
and general charge, I can only 
take refuge in the general plea of, 
Not Guilty. And, till my friend 
“ings turward some specific facts 


to establish his not very candid 
insinuations, of my ** thinking ill, 
and speaking ill, and acting ill, 
like the great man now no more, 
respecting those who were once 
my coadjutors,”” I shall content 
myself with the security which I 
feel under the impenetrable shield 
of a good conscience. 

I have never denied that I was 
once a serious and firm believer 
in the pre-existence and atonement 
of Christ. And had I continued 
in the connection, in which I had 
the most intimate intercourse ‘with 
my worthy friend, L should pro. 
bably have remained to this day 
as firm a believer as himself But 
the goodness of divine providence 
placed me in a situation, in which 
light, very unexpectedly, forced its 
way into my mind, and I have 
stated, in the Preface to my Calm 
Inquiry into the Person of Christ, 
lately published, with how much 
difficulty and reluctance I was 
brought off from the errors and 
prejudices of education, And, 
so far from holding in contempt, 
the understandings or characters 
of those who still remain attached 
to the same errors, I have taken 
some pains in my Discourse upon 
the Death of the Duke of Grafton, 
published since the Inquiry, to ace 
count for the common, but won. 
derful fact, that many persons of 
the most cultivated understandings 
and the best characters, with the 
New Testament in their hands, 
should still adhere, with the great- 
est sincerity and ardour to doce 
trines which are most obviously 
repugnant to it. 

I shall not pursue my runaway 
friend with replies to arguments 
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for ** the preeexistent glory of 
Christ,” which, u well founded, 
would equally prove the pre.ex- 
istent glory of Adam, who was 
made in the image of God; and of 
John the Baptist, who was sent 
from God, and whose baptism 
came from heaven, Nor am I 
inclined to disturb his repose by 
Aanimadverting upon his trite, and 
Mot very convincing, method of 
abusing and vilitying scripture 
Criticism, instead of replying to it. 
My worthy friend may be assured 
that those who ** maintain the pre- 
existent giory and atonement of 
Christ, cannot indulge less anxiety 
respecting their cause,” than the 
advocates of our Lord’s proper 
humanity do, concerning theirs: 
even though “ the gospel of John 
and the epistles of Paul are retain- 
éd in the canon of Scripture.” 
My worthy friend declares that 
** if these doctrines of the pre- 
existent glory and atonement of 
Christ, appeared to him so mcon- 


sistent with the general tenor of 


scripture, as they do to some of 
his brethren, he would certainly 
adopt a different method of get. 
ting rid of them.”” And what do 
you think, Mr. Editor, this new 
and approved method is, of getting 
rid of unscriptural doctrines? 
I would, says he, allow “ that 
they were the sentiments of the 
apostles, but that they were not 
inspired on these subjects.”? My 
friend would allow that the real 
*¢ sentiments of the apostles’ 
would, in this case, be “ inconsist. 
ent with the general tenor”? of 
their writings. ‘This is the noe 
table expedient which he recom. 
mends to the Unitarians ; though 
he acknowledges that the preva. 
nication thus imputed to the sa. 
cred writers might, { possibly, 


Donum. 


weaken their testimony in other 
respects.” —I think so too, And 
therefore, though we are much 
obliged to my worthy friend for 
his kind attempt to relieve us in 
our difficulties, I believe that 
you and IT, Mr.+ Editor, shall 
think it advisable to adhere to the 
old rule. And as these heathen. 
ish doctrines of pre-existence and 
atonement, appear to Us most 
plainly inconsistent with reason 
and the general tenor of scripture, 
we shall conclude, though my 
friend seems to think it incredible, 
that they were not the sentiments 
of the apostles, and therefore that 
these doctrines are not and cane 
not be true. 

My friend’s concluding resolu 
tion I approve; ** Hic castus 
artemque repono.” And I ap. 
plaud his modesty, in leaving out 
from his quotation the word 
** Victor.” Into his retirement 
he will carry my hearty good 
wishes. And though 1 cannot 
hope that at his time of life he 
can ever change his present prin- 
ciples, I sincerely wish him all 
the comfort which those principles 
can afford, and am Sir, 

Your humble servant, 


T. BELSHAM. 





Regium Donum. 
SiR, May 2, 1811. 

I find a short account of the 
origin of the Regium Donum, col- 
cerning which your correspondent 
inquires (p. 224,5.) It isin the fol- 
lowing passage of an Ecclesiast- 
cal History, by Dr. Haweis, a very 
popular evangelical clergymaly 
now living. 

“ With the House of Brunswick, 
the liberties of the country st 
confirmed ; and all who dissent 
from the church, satistied with @ 


























Regium Donum. 97 | 


liberal toleration, approved them- 
selyes faithful friends to the new 
dyuasly. For the distance of re- 
lotion to the throne, made it an 
act of election, rather than here. 
ditary succession, a kind of pare. 
liamentary grant to that house, as 
Protestant and nearest in blood, 
and as affording the happiest pros. 
pects of maintaining the liberties 
of the country. With this, all 
the high-church party were great. 
ly dissatisfied, and employed their 
utmost power ®nd art to foment 
repeated rebellions against — the 
House of Brunswick; but, hap. 
pily, their machinations were de. 
teated. As the dissenters approved 
themselves strong friends, the prime 
minister wished to reward them 
for their loyalty, and, by a re. 
taining fee, preserve them stedfast. 
A considerable sum was, there. 
fore, annually lodged with the 
heads of the great divisions, the 
Presbyterians, the Independents 
and the Baptists, called Regaum 
Donum, the Royal Bounty, to be 
distributed among the more ne- 
cessitous ministers of their several 
congregations, according to the 
discretion of a number of principal 
ministers of those denominations, 
with whom this gift was intrusted, 
and by whom it is annually di- 
vided.’ vol. iii. p. 227. 

I have heard a different origin 
ascribed to the Regium Donum. 
It has been said to have been a 
compromise, contrived by Wale 
pole te reconcile the dissenters to 
the continuance of the disabilities 
created by the ‘Test and Corpora. 


tion Acts. ADJUTOR. 





Regium Donum. 
Sia, 
‘ry . . ~ 
lhe account given of the Regium 
enum, to which your corres. 





pondent, Quero, refers, (p. 225.) 
in the Protestant Dissenters’ Al. 
manac, Is far from being correct. 
It was not discreet to publish any 
account, and especially to give 
the names of the distributors, as 
it has occasioned some of them 
much additional trouble, by the 
applications they have received 
for a share of this money, which 
were too numerous before. — But 
if an account must be given to the 
world, the writer should have 
taken care to be well informed as 
to matters of fact, in which he is 
grossly mistaken. He is so as to 
the sum itself, and equally so as ta 
the names of the distributors. He 
has omitted some whoare of the fra- 
ternity, and he has mentioned two 
others who have no part or lot in the 
matter. I was very much surprised 
to see the names of Dan Taylorand 
John Evans in the list. They can with 
no more propriety, be said to be 
distributors of the Royal Bounty 
than several others whom I could 
name, or, than yourself could be, 
if one of the receivers of it should 
put a few pounds into your hands 
for you to convey to such poor 
ministers in the country as you 
happened to be more connected 
with than himself. As to the 
piece advertised by John Fell, 
** Achan’s Golden Wedge,” &c, 
it will be most charitable to that 
virulent antagonist of Mr. Farmer, 
to let the matter sleep with him 
and his adjutants in their graves, 
Lam not under 

Royau Bounty INFLUENCE. 





Regium Donum. 
Sik, Aad 
I am pleased with the inquiries 
of your correspondent, (p- 224.) 
on the subject of the Regium 
Donum, to which my attention 
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was directed by an early No. of 
your work, [vol. 1. p. 555.| and 
concerning which [ have sought 
in vain to get satisfactory infor- 
mation. Quero will, I hope, 


draw out some persons, acquainted 


with the nature and history of 


this Royal or Parliamentary grant, 
to explain it to the dissenters at 
large. The subject may be now 
brought into discussion, more 
properly than at almost any for. 
mer period, as the prime distribu. 
tor of itis so truly respectable, and 
so far removed from all suspicion, 
You will, I teel persuaded, give 
admission to nothing that shall be 
unfriendly to that gentleman and 
his associates; and they will con. 
cur with you, [am sure, in seek- 
ing to satisfy the public in a matter 
in which they, as the king’s 
almoners, are nearly concerned. 

There are a few questions which 
I beg leave to propose concerning 
the Regium Donum : 

ist. Is it a royal ora parlia. 
mentary grant? If it be voted an. 


nually by Parliament, is it one of 


those items belonging to the Civil 
List account, which the king’s 
servants have very dexterously 
shitted from the shoulders of the 
monarch to those of his faithful 
commons ? 

2nd, Considered as proceeding, 
according to its title, from the 
king’s bounty, is not, the Regium 
Donum, strictly speaking, a pen. 
sion to dissenting ministers? 

3d, Considered as a parliamen. 
tary vote, is not the annual grant 
of the Regium Donum, an annual 
declaration of the establishment 
by the government, of the religion 
of Protestant dissenters, whose 
ministers are endowed out of the 
national purse ? 

4th, Is not the receiving of the 









































2/2 Regium Donuni. 


Regium Donum, by the dissenters 
an acknowledgement of the right 
of the cli il power to take cognis 
zance of matters of relizion? \f 
they may confer privileges, may 
they not impose restrictions ; if 
they may reward dissenting minis- 
ters, as such, may they not fest 
(as the Americans would say,) 
their merits? It is not insinuated 
that the Regium Donum, whatever 
be its amount, has any weight 
upon the body of dissenters; 
but may not those of their minis. 
ters, who are ted by royal bounty, 
consider it a point of gratitude 
to pronounce the royal praises? 

5th, Is not the grant of the 
Regium Donum not only annual, 
but conditional; do not dissent. 
ing ministers receive it quamdt 
se bene gesserint ? May not the 
constant expectation of it be a tie 
upon the political freedom of the 
expectants ? 

6th, Is not the distributor of 
the Regium Donum sometimes 
chosen for his politics? Was not 
the late distributor, Mr. Martia, 
appointed in reward of his known 
attachment to the court ; and was 
not the present distributor, Dr. 
Rees, appointed to displace him, 
because Mr. Martin’s. political 
conduct was displeasing, the 
Doctor’s gratifying, to the Fox 
ministry? Were any distributor 
to make himself obnoxious to the 
powers that be, by such a sermon 
as Dr. Price’s, on the Love of our 
Country, or by such a publication 
as Dr. Priestley’s Letters to the 
Inhabitants of Birmingham, woul 
he not be instantly dismissed ; 

7th, The distributor of 16001. 
per annum [the rumoured amount 
of the Regium Donum,]} must po 
sess considerable influence 19 * 
sect; must, in other words, have 
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power: now are there not con. 
ceivable circumstances in which 
this power might be used, (I do 
not mean to insinuate that it has 
ever yel been used ) to deaden the 
feeling of political independence 
in the minds of dissenting minis. 
ters, who give the tone very 
much to the feelings of | their 
hearers ? 

Sth, Would it not be a spirited 
act of consistency in the Protes- 
fant dissenters, throughout the 
kingdom, to ratse by subscription 
asum that should afford anincome 
equal to the Regrum Donum, to 
be placed in the hands of a com. 
mittee, Chosen by the ministers of 
the different denominations, for the 
use of their poorer clergy ?- Would 
not the respectable applicants tor 
relief apply, in this case, with 
less dependence of mind? a less 
galling sense of degradation? 
Would not the government be 
furced to respect a people who 
could forego pecuniary advan. 
‘ages which brought even faint 
suspicion upon ther principles ; 
and would not thisrespect be more 
likely to hasten the repeal of the 
Corporation and ‘Test Acts, than 
that conviction of having a reason. 
able claim upon the attachment of 
the dissenters, which every prime 
minister must entertain, after hav. 
ing proposed in parliament, ob- 
tained and dispensed, for years, 
the Regium Donum? And would 
not this sacrifice to conscience, on 
the part of the dissenters, set the 
true dissenting principle in a pro- 
minent and pleasing Jight, and 
serve as a public protest against 
the magistrate’s interference in 
matters of faith? 

9th, Might not the measure, 
proposed in the last query, prove 
the means of cementing a prover- 
VOL. VI, 


bially scattered body, and ot 


ing them in the bestot all bonds, 


thatof religious prine:ple ? Weld 
not the clersy secure the admis 


tion of the laity, by renounce « 


— 


the gains of possible polit 
quietness? and would not t 
laity win the lasting gratitude oi 
the clergy, by stepping forward | 
pre vent poverty from = tread: 
wpon the heels of conscience ? 

[ put these inquiries, sir, not 


~ 


i” 


so Inany propositions, butin a1 
to invite answers. lt they 
taken as th y are meant, they all 


eCAXCILe Ho unpicasant feelings om 
any of your readers, ‘They 
prompted by sincere reward to the 
best interests of those whomd cons 
sider as the best Christians, the 
Protestant dissenters. | am 
reviler, tho T contess,-— 

Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes: 
noram Lan alarmist; though, | 
acknowledge, IT would arouse m 
fellow worshippers to an inquiry, 
whether it be either morally ryt 
or politically expedient, to sat af 
meat in the idol’s temple? to cat 
at the charges ofa power, which 
never gives a boon without expect. 
ing to be repaid by a principle? 

A PLEBEITAN. 


Orn the Phrase,“ New Testament, 
Sin, April 30, 18th. 

In my former letter, (p. 92.) | 
made some remarks upon the ttle 
“ Saint,” given to the Evangelists ; 
I shall now, with your leave, com- 
ment with cqual freedom on the 
name Testament, as applied to the 
Christian books. 

The title Kasvy Asadyny ren. 
dered The New Testament, sccins 
not to have been applied to the 
sacred writings by a divine com- 
mand ; the precise time of its in. 
2N 
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troduction 1 uncertain, though 
It was adopted im a very early 


l 

Michaelis, Introd. ch. 1.) 
A: has a double sense, ime 
} ny either a covenant or bend, 
Ora flesfament wall, It is CVle 


dent that it was in the former 

nse. that the term was used to 
denote the collection of writings 
Cons red by Christian to be 
divine: the translation oi if, there. 
fore by a word (Testament) bear- 
ee 


mo only the latter sense, was an 


‘ Cepous blunder.’ (Marsh on 
Ay aT Ciis, Notest ch. 1.) Cam. 


P | (Dos. on Gosp ) rightly CON. 


hctures, that the reasoning ef 


Paul, loeb. ix. 16,17, led trans. 
lators, antientand modern, to ren. 
aicy 43, d esftament ; but This 


nly one of many instances, 


which the Apostie avails him- 

of the latitude of meaning ot 

well-known word, to give a new 

dingenious turn to bisargument. 

‘| iit })1 per ve hick ring ol the word 
is unquestionably Covexranft, 


In the sense of a contract or 
venant, both the Jewish and 
Chrstian ditpensations are fre. 
juently understood in the scrips 


iis intelligible 


tures: and the ide 

id signiheant. But what sense 
can de put upon the word Testa. 
ment, as applied to the Jewish and 
Christian re lig ns, or to the vol- 
umes tn which They are set forth ? 
There isan absurdity in the notion 
O12 Testament or if r//, made by 
Lin who only hath immortality : 
and if the notion | not ab urd in 
reference to the re lion n of Jesus, 


' : . 
1 was dead and is alive again, 


Modecs net scen proper TO Use 
the word of a volume which 
Christ did not write, and which 
Was Done Ol it written ti! atter his 


It may be a hopeless attempt to 


endeavour to explode language 


which is familiar to every Chns. 
(lain, and bears the stamp of anti. 
quity amd sac redness : but the 
continuance of it cannot be jus. 
tified on any reasonable vrounds, 
Surely, then, it Is to be expected 
that tho e Christians who boast, 
(and with justice,) that their 
opinions are rational, will not per. 
sist in writing and speaking in 
terms which ortginated in mistake 
and have been preserved through 
isnorance and from prejudice, and 
white he in strictness ot S} eech, are 
unscriptural, The reformation 
tor which IT plead has been at. 
. : 
litle of his Vestamentum Novum 
sive Fadus Novum; and b 


Wis it Howe (| t! eCroneva French 


mpted, Beza added to. the 


translation, the ttle of whichis, 
lie Nouveau Testament, Crest a 
dirc, La Nouvelle Alliance. And 
archbishop Newcome. entitles his 
version, ** A Translation of th 
Crreek Scripture Ss, or the New 
Covenant of Jesus Christ.”’ 

I wish the editors of the late 
Improved Version had followed 
these examples, which, consider. 
Ing that they professed to repube 
lish Newcome, it is rather stuange 
that they have not, Is not the 
New Covenant better than the 
New Testament? Or is the Im. 
proved Verston ot Newcome 4 
ereater innovation than the Uni. 
turian editors chose to hazard? 
The former of these questions 
must surely be answered 1 the 
aflirmative, and I venture to €X 
press my confident hope that the 
editors will give a sutistactory 
practical answer to the latter, 
the next edition ofthe invaluable 
volume. EIKONOCLASIES- 
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\ pau philet has been imto Wy 
hands, entitled “ 
lation of the Wonderful Cure ot 
Mary Maillard,” &c. It was pub- 
lished in 1750, therlyeseven years 
after the date of the event which 
i records: and it refers to a nar- 
rative of this cure which appeared 
* presently after it was wrought.” 

Upon this subject there are two 
Inquiries which | am desirous of 
uldressing to your correspon- 
dents, and by an answer to which 
I shall be much obliged : 

l. Isa copy ot the carlicr ac. 
count to be procured, or can any 
intelligence be gamed concer Ing 
i 

2. Is it known who was t! 
author of the “ Exact Relation.” 
with what particular view it was 
published, at so long an interval, 
and what degree of attention 

|? [ am, 
Sir, 
Yours, &c. N. 


CXCiter 


On Early Religious Education, 
No. I1.—Communication of 
Religious Knowledve. . 
With respect to the communi- 

cation of religious knowledge, our 

business as parents Is, in the early 
stages of education, comparatively 
plain and easy: indeed our chict 
danger is that of attempting to 
do too much. The progress of 
the unde rstanding is necessarily 
slow; and as much injury m \ 
be done, by attempting to haste: 
iktoo much, as by suffering it to 
£0 on without direct cultivation. 
We must therefore endeavour to 
Proportion the communication of 


ae Se + eee 


~~ 
Exact Relation, p, 13. 
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truth, to the faculties of those 
who are to receive it. The most 
important truths respecting the 


attributes and dealings « 
the most jivspole , and thou hy even 
these cannot be fully compre. 
hended by a child, yet they can 
be so far understood, as to lay 
the foundation of religious alec. 
tions and of religious conduct, 
These traths are, thet there is a 
great and oO rod 3 ag wh) , th sUQN 
we cannot see lim, always sees 
us, every Where and at all times, 
by mght as well as by day; and 
that he loves those who are good 
ana Is displ ased with those 
who are wicked: that thouch 
we die, we shall all live again, 
aud thar God will make thy food 
happy forever, but thathe will then 
punish those who have been diss 


hegng' 
obedient and wicked. It may not 


be desirable in the earliest periods 
of instruction to communieate all 
these trut tovet! ry Ol to awell 
jong Lite upon them: Op- 
portunities too should be chosen 
when the littl: mind ts alive and 
Te | t the same time dis. 
posed for thought; but they 
should be frequently chosen. When 
obce some Notions respecting God 
Lia nm introduced into” th 

inl d, ti) 3} nid not he illows i 
i pescap . mr tO he Line 1) ) loved, 


but should often be repeated and 
connected with various: other 
thoughts which naturally lead to 
them, and particularly with those 
which are pleasing, and likely of 
themselves to he re pe uted. bor ile 
stance, children should be taught 
when any observation ol their own 
leads them to it, that it is Goud 
who keeps us alive, that it is God 
whe takes care of us, that he made 
the different objects which attract 
their attention, that it is he whe 
















































e the leaves and the grass grow, 
the fields look beaunful, &e.— 
| npologize for this minute. 

If itshould prove useful to 

i those respectable nrothers 


v are endeavouring to give their 
ciidren carly rei vious knowledge, 
pany of those who may here. 
P fili that important relation, 


m satished, 
Peyhaps, before any ideas re. 
specting the Supreme Being are 
oduced intothe mind ofa child, 
e:cumstances may have led the 
parent to speak to him of the 
d Jesus. Most persons who 
ve access lo books, have Oppor- 
ities of shewing their children 
pictures of the gospel history; and 
ugh these Mats not suit the taste 
‘ unde rstunding of those whose 
minds are cultivated, yet if they 
are tolerably correct, they have a 
very important effect in. giving 
cistinet and vivid conceptions re. 
Jesus, and there by pro- 
interest in several cir. 
cumstances related in the gospels, 
vw ibich can be made intelligible to 
i rnd scare ely capable of rect ive 
the idea of God. But when 
a child has been taught the lead. 


respecting God, then 


’ 
’ CiuUny 
[ “4 


’ ) 
auice an 


truths respecting Jesus 
should berconnected with them: 
instance, that he was sent by 
(rod to tell us that we shall live 

nin, and to teach us what God 

uid have us ad , how we muy 
please God and what will displease 
him. li we do not think it ne. 
beyond the plain de. 
bimself with re. 
t to bis nature, ** that he was 


< ations ot Jesus 


truth which 
m God,’ little 


2rmuan, whotold ust 


id heard tf 


er no difficulty can attend our in. 
struciions with respect to him; 
they may be made inte!!igible and 
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interesting to those who are tom 
young to form any very distinct 
idea respecting the Supreme 
Being, and at the same time wil] 
tend to aid the recurrence of the 
thoughts of God, when they have 
been formed. 

Children at first, probably al. 
ways, conceive of God as having 
ahuman form; but though this 
can scarcely be prevented, and 
may not be injurious In the earliest 
periods of their religious culture, 
yet we ought to avoid fixing this 
idea in their minds, by any visible 
representation of the Supreme 
Being. I have seen such repre. 
sentations ; and I cannot but re. 
gard them as calculated to con 
fuse the mind, and te produce im. 
pressions which will scarcely ever 
be effaeed. ‘Lhe use of them may 
aid the eonceptions in the first 
instance, but they will afterwards 
have a directly contrary effect, 
Our aim should be, to proportion 
our instructions, respecting God, 
to the understandings of our cbild- 
ren; and we should therefore at 
first, confine ourselves to the most 
simple and impressive truths; but 
it should always be our endeavour, 
though we cannot communicate 
the whole truth, to give nothing 
but the truth. Children will form 
imperfect and incorrect ideas, 
which will be to be gradually sup- 
plied and corrected afterwards; 
but, if possible, an express de- 
claration on the part of a parent 
should never be such as must be, 
or ought to be, rejected, as the 
understanding becomes*more ma. 
tured, 


" . 5 
to teach our children ot God: 
h: s, I doubt not, been the solicit. 


ous inguiry of many rT ligiuus pae 


rents. ** To feel the full force & 
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ihe idea of God,”? says Mrs. Bar- 
bauld, in the preface of her ad- 
mirable hymns, ** a child should 
never remember the time when he 
had no such idea ;”’ and in this 
sentiment I cordially agree. As 
soon as the understanding of a 
child appears sufficiently unfolded 
to form some notion of the inspec. 
tion and agency of an unseen 
Being, the first opportunity which 
presents itself should be chosen, 
and a few impressive thoughts in- 
troduced, which, afterwards, in 
all probability, will often excite 
the inquiries of the child, and 
lead on to the gradual reception 
of all that is necessary. At what 
period the understanding may be 
expected to be thus unfolded, can. 
not, | imagine, be exactly speci. 
fied ; but it will probably be found 
to be before the age of three or 
four years, Nor canany definite ad. 
vice be given, respecting the mode 
of introducing these thoughts ; 
but if a parent be sufficiently de- 
sirous of finding opportunities, 
they will not be long wanting: 
for instance, ifa child be present 
(either from accident or design) 
during family worship, he perceives 
his parents in an unusual posture, 
and naturally inquires the reason ; 
this affords an opportunity not to 
be neglected ; and it is probable 
that the silence which he observes 
and the peculiarity of the posture, 
may make considerable impression 
upon his mind, and give it the 
right bias for the reception of re. 
ligious truth. 

There can be little doubt that 
the best mode of carly religious 
Imstruction is by conversation ; 
and that, in almost every period 
Of it, this should, as much as pos. 
sible, be encouraged, provided 
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that care be constantly taken, to 
make it consistent with that rever- 
ence with which we should al. 
ways think and speak of God. But 
it will seldom be long after a child 
has learnt something of God, be. 
fore he is able to read respecting 
him. His attention should then 
be led to some of the most im- 
pressive and interesting passages 
of the Bible, with which parents 
should also make themselves fa- 
miliar; and, perhaps, it may be 
desirable to lead him to learn some 
of the most striking expressions 
respecting the attributes of God ; 
such for instance as are contained 
in the 103d, 139th and 145th 
Psalms. In this stage of religious 
instruction, some of Mrs, Bar. 
baulds Hlymns may be advan- 
tageously read and perhaps com. 
mitted to memory, as also several 
of those altered from Dr. Watts. 
About the same time, (which will 
probably be about four or five 
years of age,) the plan of catechis- 
ing may be advantageously begun 5 
and I know of no better book for 
this purpose than the short cate- 
chism of Dr. Priestley, in the 
preface to which several important 
observations will be found, with 
respect to the importance of early 
religious instruction, and in justifie 
cation of this particular mode of it. 

Children cannot be too familie 
ar with the historical parts of the 
Bible, and with those other parts 
which will assist in cultivating 
their ideas with respect to God 
and duty. To give them some 
ceneral notion of the scripture 
history, they may learn the short 
catechism in Dr. Priestley’s alters 
ed edition of Dr, Watts; and 
when they are old enough to un- 
derstand it, Mr. Turner's very 




































useful abridgment of the Bible, 
together with Dr. Priestley’s lon- 
ver catechism, will give a degree 
of information which will make 
them read or hear the separat 
parts ot the Scriptures with more 
interest and improvement. [t will 
also be of creat lmportance, that 
parents should do what they can 
toenable them to understand what 
they read; and here they will 
find the knowledge which they 
have themselves acquired, from 
various sources, in) the earlier 
part of their lives, of dette: ad. 
vantage to them. If, unhappily, 
they have too much me ol cted the 
acquisition of _— Knowledge, il 
they are in ear in the work, 
they will avail akc of anv 
opportunities which they may 
have of gaining the requisite in. 
formation ; and perhaps it is not 
one of the least advantages atten. 
dant upon this branch of religious 
education, that it makes a pa. 
rent’s own knowledge more comes 
plete and practical, 

In the early Posen religious 
instruction the o byect must be to 
communicate knowledge gradual- 
ly; inthe latter periods to culti- 
vate such a taste, as Will lead 
young persons to seek, for them. 
selves, the sources of knowledge. 
If the cultivation of the religious 
affections go hand in hand with 
the communication of religious 
knowledge, some intcrest will be 
felt in all religious kno wledge 
which is intelligible; and the field 
8 so wide and interesting, and va- 
luable and instructive books are 
now so much in the power of 
every one, that if a young person 
have acquired that taste, and it is 
sufficiently countenanced on the 


part of the parents, particularly 
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by early habit, the leisure of the 
Lord’s day at least will seldo: 
fail to be given to the pursuit of 
religious knowledge. 
It is of great importance 
early relighous instruction, tha 
should not aliempt lo ey 
to children what is beyoud th 
then state of their understand. 
Inos; but accustom thera to wait 
until their minds are more ad. 
vanced, Ti a parent sufficient 
possesses the confidence of hb 
children, they will be readily sa. 
tisfied, when they are told with 
respect to any difficulty that they 
cannot understand that now, but 
that those who are older, and 
know more, do understand it, and 
that they will too. Where we can 
make them fully understand th 
reasons of Our own conduct, or 
the reasons of what they know ol 
the dealings of God, this should 
be done; and their inquiries 
Should be encouraged: but even 
with respect to our own plans and 
Injunctions, they must often exer 
Cise confidence and submission; 
and it 1s Wise early to pr duce the 
same with respect to the dealings 
and commands of God. ‘They 
can in some cascs be made to ob- 
serve, that they now understand 
what they did not at some -past 
period ; and still more easily, 
that they can themselves undet- 
stand what their younger brothers 
and siste rs cannot. As they ade 
vance in observation and undef. 
Standing, and make in quiries with 
respect to the providence ¢ ! God, 
it will sometimes be necessary 
go further, and Impress upon their 
minds, that there are some thingsy 
which we ourselves, and even the 
Wisest of mankind, cannot fully 
understand, but that in heaven W* 




































































shal] know more, and shall un- 
derstand what we now cannot.— 
lo aAcep up a disposition to re. 
search and inguiry is highly im. 
portant ; but if IS also important 
»to regulate the understandings 
and imagination of the young, 
that they may be prepared tor 
dificulties 5 prepared to expect 
that in the works and ways of God 
they shall meet with what they 


cannot understand,—to teel full 


ymtidence in the erand truths of 


cligion, though accompamed with 
dificulties,—-and to obey even 
where they do not sec the reasons 
of the commands ot God, 
hough religious beliet must, 
tia early periods ot tite, be 
‘icity founded upon authority, 
vet Wwe ought, as circumstances 
permit, to render i rational, by 
shewing the grounds of it. ‘Though 
the convictions arising from carly 
education, founded solely on pa- 
ental influence, are often as ef. 
fectual ta regulating the conduct, 
ind so far as valuable as those 
which are the result of examina- 
tion, yet it will too often happen, 
in this age ot inquiry, that where 
this is the only foundation, those 
convictions will easily be shaken, 
speclanly where they Oppose 
wrong dispositions. Important 


truths, of the just foundation of 


which we are ourselves firmly 
conwinced, should be early in. 
stlled into the mind, even when 
the ground of them caunot be 
Shewns: they will indeed to a cer. 
tain extent be prejudices, but so 
are all the convictions of children, 
Cxcepuny those which they de. 
rive trom the evidence of their 
eMses; and it is a part of the 
Wise ordinations of providence, 
that before the understanding can 
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exert itself, a lively belicf may be 
formed in truths of importance 
tor the conduct of life; and by 
produc ne that belief, we hot only 
do what is necessary for the right 
direction of childhood and youth, 
but we m= re ality aive the best 
preparation for what is emphati. 
cally called a rational faith. And 
this will be easily formed, 1 we 
have been careful to communi. 


cate truth only. ‘The proofs of 


the being and attributes of God, 
may be made intelligible even to 
children. They may early be 
taught some of the grounds of our 
beliet in the divine authority of 
Jesus, and at a subsequent period, 
of our belicf in the genuineness of 
the Scriptures. As they advance 
1 life, books may be put inte 
their hands, which will most mae 
terially assist in forming a ration. 
al conviction; and in this point 
of view, I cannot but seriously 
recommend Priestley’s Institutes, 
and Paley’s Evidences of Natural 
Theology and of Christianity. And 
if parents with a view not only to 
their Own improvement, but to 
the improvement of theirchildren, 
would make these books, (or even 
Dr. Priestley’s Institutes alone) 
familiar to themselves, they would 
thus obtam the power of commu, 
nicating to them,at comparatively 
an early age, the grounds of their 
beliet, he give to their convice 
tions of the most important truths, 
a firmness which nothing could 
afterwards shake. 

I cannot flatter parents by say- 
ing that the religious instruction 
of the young can be conducted 
without steady efforts on their 
parts; but their duty is plain and 
their reward will be great.—The 
opportunities of parents may be 
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various ; and our heavenly Father 
expects from us only a right un. 
provement of the talents which we 
do possess; but that he does exe 
pect, and that only will enable us 
to meet our Lord with joy.—Not- 
withstanding the circumstances 
and the fashions of the times, one 
day does ina great measure remain 
ourown ; and I earnestly wish that 
parents would have the firmness 
to make its employments and pur. 
suits such that that day, at least, 
may bring with it the expectation 
and desire of religious instruction. 
This is taking the most unfavour- 
able case; but a mother, (and it 
is from maternal influence and 
exertion, that we must expect 
most in the early periods of edu. 
cation, a mother,) if not immers. 
ed in the occupations and plea- 
sures of life, will often find op. 
portunities of giving religious 
instruction and of strengthening 
the desire to obtain it. 


L. C, 





Pope's Psalms and Hymns. 
SIR, 

Knowing that the Repository 
has an extensive circulation, 
among those dissenters who are 
distinguished by the liberality 
of their sentiments, I am in. 
duced to request the favour of 
permitting the following statement 
to appear in the next number. 

A religious society of Protestant 
dissenters in the country, having 
for many years, in public worship, 
used that collection of Psalms and 
Hymns which was published, 
above forty years ago, by the Rev, 
Mr. Pope, formerly minister in 
Leather Lane, London ; and hav. 
ing, at present, not a sufficient 
umber of copies to accomodate 









































Camden’s Elizabeth. 


all their members; and the ex, 
pense of a new edition too con 
siderable for it to undertake, onits 
own account, takes this method 
of mentioning these circumstances: 
conceiving it possible there may 
be some other congregation in a 
similar predicament, that would 
be willing to join in the expense of 
a new impression, and to take a’ 
proportional number of copies, 
If this proposal should meet with 
the approbation of any Christian 
society of the number of your 
readers, the writer hopes, you will 
have the goodness to admit the in. 
timation of itin your Miscellany, 
that an arangement may be made 
between the societies. 


INQUIRER, 


Camden’s Elizabeth, 
Sir, 

I request your permission 6 
propose a gucry respecting a pase 
sage in the following extract from 
Camden’s History of Elizabeth, 
b. 2. Anno 1571. 


*¢ There were now come about 
Scottish matters, in the name of the 
king of Scots, the Earl of Morton, 
Petcarne, abbot of Dunfermline, 
and James Mac Gilly; who —- 
commanded by Queen Elézabet 
to deliver their reasons positivel 
for the deposing the Queen, [ Mary 
and to shew the justice of them, 
produced a large discourse, where» 
in with insolent liberty and sharp- 
ness of words, they went about t 
prove by an antient right of 
kingdom of Scotland, by out-wom 
examples, and new ones pick 
up, here and there, that the Scot 
tish people are above their hingss 
yea, and by the authority of Cale 
vin, that popular magistrates @F 














constituted everu where to bridle 
the lust of kings, and that ut ts 
lawful for them to restrain bad 
kings by imprisonment, and to de. 
pose them. This discourse Queen 
Elizabeth read (not without indig- 
nation) and tacitly condemned, as 
written in affront and wronz to 
kings. —Camden’s Eliz. 3d Ed. 
p. 154. 

I shall thank any of your read- 
ers to inform me whether the above 
reference be made to any disfinct 
treatise, or to what passage in 
the works, of the learned Geneva 
Reformer. I cannot refrain from 
adding another paragraph, out of 
the same volume, p. 606. 

** The suspicions of him [the 
Earl of Essex] grow stronger and 
stronger, both by reason of a more 
frequent resort than usual, of the 
multitude to Essex House, under 
pretence of hearing sermons; as 
also of some words which had been 
dropt from the preachers’ mouths, 
as if the superior magistrates of 
the realm, had power to restrain 
kings themselves,” 

If by “ superior magistrates” 
were designed the Parliament, 
these preachers were enlightened 
politicians, preferring the govern- 
ment of law and limitation, to that 
of discretion and prerogative. If 
they only designed to recommend 
an oligarchy, the people had no 
interest in the dispute. Preachers 
at Essex House, in our times, have 
found subjects ‘for a Christian 
congregation, more interesting and 
@ppropriate than even those highly 
important polstical discussions. 

POPULARIS. 


Extract of a Letter to Rev. B. 
‘ Davis, on his Dying. 
Sir, 
If you deem it not unworthy, 


you may, perhaps, find a corner 
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in your valuable miscellany for the 
following extract of a letter re. 
ceived by the late Rev. Benj. 
Davis, of Evesham, [vid. p. 185 
and 251.] a short time before his 
death, from his brother in Cardi. 
ganshire. D. 
Llwyn, Nov. 26th, 1810. 
My Dearest Brorugr, 
——And are you arrived near 
the end of your pilgrimage? You 
need not be dismayed! You have 
often meditgted upon this scene 
through life, and been long pre- 
paring for it. Death is a dark 
gloomy passage, and more alarm- 
ing because we nevertried it. But 
[ hope you will recollect that it 
is the way appointed by our mer. 
ciful Father, to bring his children 
to the glory of a heavenly country. 
It is the way trodden by the pro- 
phets, by apostles, by our dear 
parents and our Saviour himself, 
the Prince of Life, spotless and 
sinless as he was. We should, 
therefore, submit to the ordinance 
of heaven, and be reconciled to the 
common lot of our nature, which 
is so necessary to the glory and 
exaltation of it. When we look 
at the army of saints that went be- 
fore, we should not fancy death to 
be a symptom of the displeasure 
of God. The close of this dear 
life, and all its sweet enjoyments 
can no less than fill a contented 
mind with tender sorrow and af- 
fectionate longings. But be-not 
cast down nor terrified, but rest 
your soul and hope upon the care, 
benevolence and love of your 
heavenly Father, an undubitable 
proof of which you have experi- 
enced through lite, assured unto 
you through the gospel, and im. 
printed in your very soul. 
eview the tenderness of affec- 
tionate parents, the love of bro- 
thers and the companions of yout 
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youth; the benevolence of friends 
through life; all! all! provided and 
bestowed by the hand of a bountiful 
Father ! praised be his name! 
Look to the page of revelation, 
where the sunshine of divine mercy 
appeared in its full glory. If 
God’s word, oath, m#aculous 
works may be believed, you may, 
without hesitation, confidently re- 
sign your breath, soul and being 
to the hands and disposal of the 
Father of spirits. Nay, look for. 
ward beyond the grave to a better 
state of being, where your Saviour 
is gone, and where his disciples shall 
soon follow, where the weary shall 
rest from his labour, where the 
virtuous shall all meet, and be 
rendered more virtuous, where be- 
nevolent souls shall spend an eter. 
nity, inthe enjoyment of peace, 
love and friendship. 
I remain, with the sincerest 
sympathy and affection, 
Your faithiul brother, 


DA. DAVIS. 


Defence of Mr. Toplady. 
Plymouth Dock, 

Mr. Eprror, dprilil,1811. 

Some ill-natured remarks on 
Mr. Toplady, having lately ap- 
peared in the Monthly Repository, 
I beg the favour of submitting to 
you a few observations respecting 
them. Being one of your subscrib. 
ers, anda decided friend to the 
cause you so ably advocate, I wish 
the Repository ever to be kept free 
from that puerNe subte rluge, of 
displaying all its opponents in 
sables. ‘To be frequently bring. 
ing forward the littl flaws of 
eminent men, because they hap. 
pened to think differently on reli. 
gious suby: cts, as is the case with 
many of your contemporaries, cart, 
I am persuaded, answer no bene. 
ficial purpose whatever. Unita. 





rians, no doubt, have their failings 
as well as Calvinists and others « 
but mutual candour oucht always 
to distinguish the professed dis. 
ciples of Christianity. 

Mr. ‘Toplady, in his polemic 
efforts, it is granted, dealt too 
freely in satire; but he was cer. 
tainly provoked to it by the dis. 
ingenuous conduct of Mr. Wesley, 
No one of a warm constitution, 
like ‘Toplady, could have felt 
otherwise than he did,had the same 
liberties been taken with any of 
his works, as Mr. Wesley took 
with his pamphlet on the Doetrine 
of Absolute Predestination. In 
order to render the tenets which 
Mr. T. espoused as odious as 
possible, Mr. W. printed a 
mangled abridgment of this piece, 
on a twopenny sheet, and secretly 
circulated it among his societies: 
and, notwithstanding the senti. 
ments of the author were distorted 
from their original meaning, he 
published it as coming immediate. 
ly from Mr. 'I’s ‘own hand, It 
concluded with these memorable 
words.—* The elect shall besaved 
do what they will, and the repro. 
bate shall be damned, do what 
they can. Reader believe this, or 
be damned. Witness my hand, 
A T .”? Previous to this 
unmanly attempt, Toplady had 
not written any thing against Mr. 
W.; therefore [ ask, whether the 
latter did not deserve the castiga- 
tion he afterwards experienced? 
** In almost any other case,’’ says 
Mr. T., “ a similar forgery would 
transmit the criminal to Virginia 
or Maryland, if not to Tyburn. If 
such opponents can be deemed 
honest men, where shall we look 
for a knave ?” 

From the insinuations thrown 
out by Crassus (p. 152.) many 
who are strangers to Mr. T oplady, 








may be led to suppose that he 
was really illegitimately begotten. 
To obviate this groundless charge, 
permit me to transcribe a para. 
graph from the memoirs prefixed 
to his works. 

“ The illustrious character, 
who is the subject of these mem. 


oirs, was sonof Richard Toplady, 


a major, who died at the siege of 
Carthagena, soon after his birth. 
His mother’s maiden name was 
Catharine Bate. She was sister 
to the late Rev. Mr. Julia Bate, 
and the Rev. Mr. Bate, rector of 
St. Paul’s Deptford; by whom 
they were married at the above 
Church, December 21, 1737. 
They had one son named Francis, 
who died in his infancy, and after- 
wards our author. He drew his 
first breath at Farnham, in Surry, 
November the 4th, 1740. His 
god-fathers were Augustus Middle. 
ton, and Adoiphus Montague, 
Esquires ; in honour to whom he 
bore the Christian name of the 
one, and the strname of the 
other, He received the first ru- 
diments of his education at West. 
minstereschool, where he carly 
evinced and increased a peculiar 
genius. from his studies at that 
place, he accompanied his honour. 
ed parent in a journey to Ireland, 
to pursue claims to an estate which 
she had in that kingdom. Not- 
withstanding the solitary state in 
which his mother was left, she 
anxiously watched over him, with 
the deepest sympathy of affection 
and persevered in a plan for his 
education and future views in life, 
which were the principal concerns 
of her maternal solicitude. The 
son returned her tender-care with 
the utmost affection. _ Indeed, so 
Sreat was the obligation, which he 
always conceived he owed her, that 
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he never mentioned her, but in 
words expressive of sensibility and 
gratitude.” ‘This extract will 
tend, in some measure, to eluci- 


-date ** the obscurity ot Mr. ‘Top. 


lady’s orivin,” and to show that 
Thomas Ohivers’ piercing awl had 
to contend with nothing more 
than a phantom! 

Crassus wishes to be informed 
whether Mr. ‘Toplady became a 
Necessarian early or late in life, 
Areeably toa conversation he once 
held with the above~ mentioned 
Thomas Olivers, at the Foundery, 
it appears his opinion was fixed 
before he arrived at the age of 
eighteen years. (See his Works, 
vol. 6. p. 183.) With respect to 
his believing, in his latter days, 
** the doctrine of the restoration 
of all men, as the proper result of 
that of necessity,’ I am of an 
opinion, it is void of evidence. In 
his “ Dying Avowal,” written in 
his last illness, and printed a week 
after his death, he says : ** So cer. 
tain and so satisfied am I of the 
truth of all that I have ever writ. 
ten, that, were I now sitting up 
in my dying bed, with a pen and 
ink in my hand, and all my re. 
ligious and controversial writings 
displayed to my view, I should 
not strike out a single line.” Dr, 
Priestley must have been informed 
of something of this kind, about 
the time he composed his * Dis. 
qusitions,” as I find the charge re. 
futed by Mr. 'Toplady, in a letter 
to the Dr., dated Knightsbridge, 
Jan. 20, 1778. And as this letter 
will tend to show the high opinion 
which Mr. Toplady entertained 
of Dr. Priestley, I shali do my- 
self the pleasure of making an exe 
tract from it.—‘* I am much 
your debtor, sir, for your late 
polite favour from Calne; -but, 
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especially, for the obliging present 
of your Disquistions concerning 
Matter and Spirit; and of the 
Appendix, concerning Necessity. 
I have read them, with great atten- 
tion: and, as you condescend to 
request my opinion of those in- 
genious pieces, you shall have it 
with the most transparent unres 
I need not say any thing, 
as to the article of necessity : be. 
cause you well know that I have 
the honour to coincide, almost 
entirely, with your own view of 
that great subject. Permit me, 
however, to ask, en passant, in 
what part of any printed work of 
mine, | seem to think that the tor- 
ments of hell will not be eternal? 
You, yourself, dear sir, I doubt 
not, will, ona cali review, be 
the first to condemn your own te. 
merity,in having publicly advanc- 
ed a conjecture totally unwarrant- 
ed on my part; and I am equally 
disposed to believe, that this will 
be the last hberty of the kind, 
which you will venture to take, 
either with me or with any other 
man. You must be sensible, that not 
a word on the nature or duration 
of future punishment, ever passed 
between you and me, either in 
writing or in personal converse. 
Consequently, you must be entirely 
unacquainted with my ideas of 
thatawiul subject: and, as such, 
were totally -unqualified to ad. 
vance the insinuation, of which | 
have such just reason to complain, 

** ‘This publication has not 
lessened, in the smallest degree, 
my respectand esteem for the au. 
thor. You have a right to think 
for yourself, and to publish the 
result of your thoughts to the 
world, If my own brother were 
ol a diferent judgment, as to this 
point, 1 should set him down for 


serve, 
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an enemy to the indefeasible pre, 
rogatives of human nature. I revere 
and admire real probity, where. 
ever I sec it. Artifice, duplicity, 
and disguise, I cannot away with, 
‘Transparency is, in my opinion, 
the first and the most valuable of 
all social virtues. Let a man’s 
principles be black as hell, it- 
matters not to me, so he have but 
integrity to appear exactly what 
he is. Give me the person, whom 
I can hold up, as I can a piece of 
chrystal, and see through him. For 
this, among many other excellens 
cies, | regard and admire Dr. 
Priestley.” 

Mr. Toplady’s intimacy with 
the Doctor, commenced at the 
close of the year 1774. In his 
first letter to him, dated Dec. 23d. 
Mr. T. opens with, ** Condescend 
to accept the thanks of a person 
who has not the honour of being 
acquainted with you, for the plea. 
sure and improvement, recently 
received, from a perusal of your 
spirited animadversions on_ the 
three northern Doctors, Allow 
me also to thank, in an especial 
manner, the good providence of 
God, which has raised up no less 
aman, than yourself, to contend 
so ably, for the great doctrine of 
necessity : a doctrine, in my idea 
not only essential to sound and 
rational philosophy; but, ab- 
stracted from which, I could not, 
for my own part, consider Chris 
tianity itself, as a defensible sys 
tem.” From the frankness 
intrepidity of Mr. ‘Toplady’s dis 
position, I sincerely believe, that 
had his days been prolonged till 
the fire of youth subsided, he 
would have viewed the doctrines of 
Christianity through a more rate 
onal medium ; perhaps little dif. 
ferent from Dr. Priestley hinwself- 


















































Not to intrude any longer on your 
valuable pages, wishing you the 
ereatest prosperity, I humbly sub. 
scribe myself, 

A LiperaL CHRISTIAN. 





Biographical Particulars. 
SIR, 

The manuscript of Mr. Thomp- 
son’s (mentioned p. 202) is 
prefaced with a letter to Dr. Wil- 
kinson, then a Daventry student. 
It has maps of the different coun- 
ties, with a circle, in red ink, 
round every place where there is 
a congregation of dissenters. I 
think the letter speaks of the book 
as a gift to Dr. W. who (I sup- 
pose by Mr. T's, desire) placed it 
in the library at Daventry: it is 
now most probably at Wymond- 
ley. 

| believe Dr. Latham (mentioned 
p. 205,) was a Presbyterian minis- 
ter at Sunderland, and married 
Mr. Bennett’s daughter. 

Dr. Newcome (so he spelt his 
name) was not a clergyman. His 
father was vicar of Hackney, his 
brother Bishop of St. Asaph, and 
his son Dean of Rochester. I 
have been told that the dignity of 
Doctor was conferred on him by 
the English University in conse. 
quence of the Scotch University’s 
having done the same honour to 
his friend Professor Ward. 

QUERCUS. 

P.S. I have the sermons which 
Dr. Latham published. They 
are supplementary to the Christian 
Oratory, and, I believe, scarce. 





George Whitfield a Slave.Holder. 
Apru, 17, 1811. 
Sir, 
* The History of the Abolition 
of the African Slave Trade,” by 
Mr. Clarkson, is on a subject so 
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important and interesting, that 
one cannot help wishing every 
statement it contains to be as ac- 
curate as possible, There is how. 
ever, a representation of the opini- 
ons and conduct of George Whit- 
field, respecting Negro slavery, 
which may be corrected on the 
best authority, that of Mr, Whit. 
field himself. 

Mr.C, (i. 182.) quotes a letter 
very humanely addressed by Whit. 
field in 1739, ** to the inhabitants 
of Maryland, Virginia, and North, 
and South Carolina,” urging them 
in consequence of his personal ob- 
servations, to a relaxation of the 
excessive labours, and more at. 
tention to the accomodation, of 
their slaves. In this letter he 
thus expresses himself, as to the 
purchase of Negroes. ** Whether 
it be lawful for Christians to buy 
slaves, and thereby encourage the 
nations from whom they are 
bought, to be at perpetual war 
with each other, I shail not take 
upon me to determine.” Mr. 
Clarkson appears to have been 
satisfied, probably from this pas. 
sage, that Whitfield could not 
have purchased Negroes for his 
Orphan House in Georgia, but 
relates, (i. 171.) that ** soon after 
his death, they who succeeded 
him bought slaves, and those in un- 
usual numbers, to extend the rice 
and indigo plantations, belonging 
to the College.” Mr. C. goes on 
to describe the benevolent Benezet 
as expostulating with the Countess 
of Huntingdon on this subject. 

Yet these practices of purchas. 
ing Negroes and enlarging their 
numbers, for an extended cultiva. 
tion, were actually those of Mr. 
Whitfield himself. I have before 
me (printed, London, 1768,) ‘* A 
Letterto his Excellency, Governor 
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Wright, giving an Account of the 
Steps taken relative to the con. 
verting the Georgia Orphan House 
into a College, &c. By G. Whit- 
field, A. M.~ Late of Pembroke 
College, Oxford, and Chaplain to 
the Countess of Huntingdon.” The 
motto of this pamphlet, remark- 
able enough, considering what I 
am about to quote, is, provide 
things honest in the sight of all men, 
The first paper, in order of time is, 
Mr. Whitfield’s Memorial to the 
Governor of Georgia, dated Savan- 
nah, 18th Dee. 1764. He_says, 
that “* about twenty-five years 
ago,” assisted by charitable con. 
tributions, he ** did erect a com. 
modious house,’”’ &c. ** and that 
with the repair of the buildings, 
purchase of Negroes, and sup. 
porting a large orphan family for 
so many years, he had expended 
upwards of 120004. sterling.” The 
Memorialist goes on to state “ that 
a considerable sum of money is 
intended speedily to be laid out in 
purchasing a large number of 
Negroes for the farther cultivation 
of the present Orphan House, 
and prays the Governor in council 
to grant him in trust 2000 acres 
of land.” ‘These were ** immedi. 
ately granted,’ Letter, pp. 25, 
7, 8. 

In the same pamphlet (p. 3.) is 
Whitfield’s Memorial to the King, 
which must have been presented 
about 1767, on his return from 
America. The memorialist prays 
the grant of a charter to convert 
his Orphan House into a College, 
*€ by the name of Bethesda Col. 
lege,” for the founding and sup- 
port of which, he proposes ** to 
give up his present trust, and 
make a free gift of all lands, 
Negroes, goods, and chattels, 
which he now stands possessed of, 
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in the province of Georgia.” There 
follows a correspondence with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, for the 
promotion of his favourite object, 
in which he was, after all, disap- 
pointed, apparently through some 
episcopal jealousy. Ina letter to 
the Archbishop, dated, London, 
July 4, 1767, Mr. W. says 
‘“¢ The number of Negroes wane 

Db “9 -J g 
and old, employed on various 
parts of these lands, in sawing tim. 
ber, raising rice, for CX portation, 
and corn, with all other kinds of 
provision, for the family, is about 
thirty. Besides these, the college 
will be immediately possessed of 
2000 acres of land, which were 
granted me by the Governor and 
Council; and 1000 acres more, 
left, as I am informed, by the 
late Rev. and worthy, Mr, Lub 
berbuler. Sq that by laying out 


only 1000/. in purchasing an ad. 


ditional number of Negroes, &c, 
the present annual income may, 
very easily and speedily, be aug. 
mented to 10002. per annum.” 

I have sufficiently proved, asI 
doubt not Mr. Clarkson will, 
though reluctantly, admit, that 
Whitfield had debarred himself of 
the least claim to a place among 
the forerunners in the cause of 
the abolition. Hisscruples in 1739, 
appear to have been immediately 
overcome, and for nearly thirty 
years after, he contiuued to class 
Negroes with goods and chattels. 
He, probably, amidst his various 
engagements, had never given 
much attention to the subject, 
satisfied with not being a slaves 
trader, and with the kind Christian 
treatment which he secured t 
those who came into his power 
Thus, like Washington, he might 
be blind to that sanction, of 3a 
iniquitous traffic, virtually gively 



































by every purchase he made. In 
the letter, last-quoted, (p. 12.) 
Whitfield- proposes “ that the 
Negro children belonging to the 
college shall be instructed tn their 
intervals of labour, by one of the 
poorer students,” as already * done 
by one of the scholars in the Or- 
phan House.” He also hopes to 
provide ‘¢ for educating and main. 
taining a number of Indian child- 
yen, from the Creeks, Choctaws, 
and Cherokees, and the other 
neighbouring nations.”? Whitfield 
died at Newbury, near Boston, in 
1770. Jad he lived to witness 
in England, the discussions on 
the subject of the slave trade, it 
can scarcely be questioned, what 
side he would have espoused, <A 
man so well.natured, however ill. 
natured his creed may be esteem- 
ed by some Christians, must 
have proved @ son of thunder in 
the cause of the abolitionists. 
VERAX. 
P.S. Annexed to the pamphlet 
I have quoted, is ** The Plan and 
Elevation of the presentand intend- 
ed Buildings of the Georgia Orphan 
House Academy.” The * intended 
students’ houses were wings to the 
original building, each about 250 
feet long.” Morse (Amer. Geog. 
2d Ed. p.456,) says, that “ Mr. 
Whitfield made his assignment of 
the Orphan House in trust to the 
Countess of Huntingdon. Soon 
after his death a charter was grant- 
ed, but, unfortunately, on the 
30th of May, 1775, the Orphan 
House building caught fire, and 
Was entirely consumed, except the 
two wings which are still remain- 
ing. The American war soon after 
Came on, and put every thing into 
Confusion, and the funds have ever 
since lain in an unproductive 
State.” So little was there pro- 
Phetic in the vignette, with which 
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the engraver, no doubt at Mr. W's, 
suggestion, had ornamented his 
Plan, and, as a motto, this allue 
sion to the Mosaic history, The 
bush burned with fire, and the bush 
was not consumed. Morse, how. 
ever, thinks it “ probable, that the 
college estate may, hereafter, be so 
incorporated with the University of 
Georgia, as to subserve the 
original and pious purposes of its 
founder.” ————— 
Fire-Ordeal, 
Sir, March 3, 1811. 

Give me leave to add to your 
Gleaner, No. 92, an instance of 
a proposed Fire.ordeal, not indeed 
at the hazard of persons, but of 
books. I have met with the story 
in * An Account,” of Danish 
Missions to the East, at the Come 
mencement of the last century. 
The missionary, Bartholemew 
Ziegenbalgh, in his letter from 
Tranquebar, dated, Oct. 1, 1706, 
having mentioned his attempts for 
the conversion of the Malabar Hea- 
thens, adds.— 

** Some had the confidence to desire 
us to-day, that we would thrust a book, 
containing the principles of our religion 
into the fire ; and they would do the same 
with another, containing the rites of 
their worship. If theirs should happen 
to be consumed by the fire, they would 
all turn Christians; but, if ours should 
undergo that fate, and theirs remain un- 
hurt, we should then all come over to 
them, and entertain the same belief and 
fancies which they did. But, in case 
the fire should destroy both the books, 
then neither of the contending partics 
should be in the right. We a 
that we ought not to put the great 
to such trifling trials, contrived by the 
itch of a vain and wanton curiosity, and 
no ways ed on any of 
God’s will." —Dan. Mus. p. i. p-34- 

In Dr. Priestley’s History of the 
Christian Church, is a similar 
story, at a much earlier period, 
though I cannot recollect the date, 
Perhaps one of your readers may 
supply it. OTIOSYS. 





BIBLICAL CRITICISM, 


AS 
INQUIRIES AND DISQUISITIONS ON ECCLESTAS 
ricAL HISTORY. 
— 
fosepaus s i csimmony tC the Apustie country, un rider Certain impostor, 


James. 


iis Jewish Antiquities, (lib. 


XN. vii. 9.) Josep! hus writes 
thus: —** The Sicari ascending 
) great numbers to the feast, with 
weal is which they concealed, 
on mi og with the crowd, slew 
some who were their enemies, 

t whom they were hired by 
others to murder. These they 
killed, not < nly in other parts ot 
the city, but some even in the 


temple. For though they had the 
to Massacre in that sa. 
cred place, they did not think that 
they were committing lnpiety, 
But Tam of opinion, that on this 
God who hates IMpiety 
has demolished our city; and re. 
garding the temple as no louger 
habitation tor himself, 
brought upon us the Romans, and 
exposed it and the city to purity- 


audacity 


account, 


al pure 


ng tire, and ourselves, With our 
and children slavery, 
wishing that we should learn virtue 
trom 


wives to 
our calamities.” 

It Josephus considerc d the TUSe 
pel as the soul and substance, with. 
out the form, of Judaism, we 
might naturally conciuce that the 
persons here represented as mur. 
di red by the Sicarti, were no other 
than such of the J JCWS AS Were ad. 
vocates for the spiritual 


‘| he 


th.s conclus: 


system. 
Circumstances which tavour 
on are the following. 
First, Josephus en np! haucally calls 
the sufferers enemies ot the Sicarii. 


Now these were bands of robbers 


who infested and plundered the 


each of whom professed himself 
} . ’ 


the Christ, or a teacher under him, 
They were, therefore, nominal 
professors, But such persons were 
resisted and detested m y the 
peaceful and virtuous followers of 
Jesus than by the other Jews; as 
they either Opposed an impostor 
to the true Christ whom they pn. 
fessed, or brought the Christian 
profession Into disgrace, by m 

Ing it the cloak of fraud and ul 


lainy. The enemies ot the believes 
studious toc lass them with 
the Sicari, the blessed Jesus 
self having been crucified between 
of them and Nero, some 
years a for attempting to ex. 
terminate the Christians, was com. 
plimented for his efforts to cleat 


were 
him. 


two 


iter, 


the country of thieves and! bber 
Secondly ~ The Secaria were i- 
stigated by others to destr the 


objec cts of their hatred and ven- 
geance, and even suborned W 
murder them. In 
Stephen fell, and the cause 
no other, than that the belies 
in Jesus were supposed to profane 
the law and the temple. ‘The a 
though they pe tut ted the 
temple with the blood of th 
cent, yet did not t! vink that they 
were guilty of impiety : thus 
was fulfilled the solemn assurance 
which our Lord gave his disciples: 
* The time cometh that wh soovel 
killeth you, think that he 
dor thy CGrod scery Ice.” 

Lhirdly, 
who fell by the 


this manne 
was 


crs 
SUssins, 
hoe 


and 


will 


} } J i 
in the number of Wes 
Sicarii and thet 
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PYTIUN y tO f Alley, 1 no 
him to send orders to Ananus 


more fo attempt such ihings: 


and some went awav to meet Al. 


binus, who was coming trom 
\lexandria, and p himan mind 
that Ananus had no wht to ¢ i 
council without bis leave, \|- 
nus approving of what they said, 


wrote to Ananus, 19 much anger, 
threatening to punish him tor what 
he had done: and king Agrippa 
took away from him the high. 
riesthood.” 

lt the apostle James and his 
brethren here said to have been 
stoned, were in the number of 
those who fell by the Sicarn, we 
are to understand that the chiet- 
pnest and his associates, having 
passed the sentence of death on 
those good men, delivered them 
over to the above assassins to be 
executed. The sentence was 
Known and allowed to be unjust: 
and the high reputation of James 
for probity and justice, rendered 
it difficult and even dangerous to 
be carried intoexecution. In such 
VOL, Vi, Q 
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wondertal that he who did not be. 


’ ' et, » *? s 

lieve our Jesus to be the Chiist, 
, , 5 

should bear such a testimony to 


our James. He also says, that the 
people thou rhe they suth red these 
things upon account of James,” 

Lardnes supposes, that the pas. 


sage to which Origen refers, is not 


at present extant ino the works of 


J SUPTUS, Lhis, howe ver, IS One 
Of tae very many egrogrous MIs. 
takes which that critic bas come 
mitted am regard to the Jewish 
histonan. Origen alluded to the 
two passages quoted above from 
the Jewish antiquities, “Fhe qto. 
trtuion of Origea it must be allow. 
ed, is notcorrect, it being proba- 
bly made trom memory. Josephus, 
by the men whom the Sicasi slew, 
and to whose massacre he aseribes 
the destruction of Jerusalem, ie 
tends the Jewish believers, This 
intention Origen rightly compre. 
hended. Josephus personally men. 
tions James by name; and Origen 
has thence taken occasion to say 
that according to Josephus, the 
sufferings of the Jews were owing 
to the death af James alone; where- 
as, Josephus insinuates, that God 
brought purifying fire on the Jews 
r 
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90 Josephus’ s Testimony 


for murdering the Christians iz 


a“ 


general, Origen farther says, 


that Josephus calls our apostle a 
very just man, But he does not 
speak thus of him, though it 1s 
plan he ¢h ught him a very just 
man. Orig n observed how Jo. 
sephus labours, without expressing 
li, (O fill his readers with the CX= 
cellence of James’s character, and 
of the iniquity of his death, Jo- 
sephus does not himself censure 
the condemnation of James. But 
he says that the men an the erty, 
most distin urshe d for the ir probity 
and accurate knowledge of the 
laws, were grievously offended at 
this measure. He calls ing too, the 
testimonies of Albinus and Agrip- 
pa, to prove the injustice ind vioe 
lence of the act: the tormer of 
whom writes to Ananus with much 
anger, the latter deprives him of 
his priesthood on account of it. 
The virtue which Josephus as. 
cribes to the apostle James, he 
also ascribes to his fellow suffer. 
ers; and he is evidently anxious 
hot only to defend, but to give 
the most exalted idea of Jesus and 
his followers. He represents them 
as enemies to those thieves and 
robbers who infested Judea, and 
disturbed the government, as men 
distinguished by the ir probity and 
accurate knowledge of the laws, as 
men, the ill-treatment of whom 
Was so impious in the sight of 
God, that he punished the offen. 
ders with purtlying fire. From 
these, as well as other numerous 
passages, It appears that Josephus 
was a decided believer in the 
spiritual system of Judaism taught 
by Jesus. ‘The persons detended 
by him, were so obnoxious, were 
im cire ulbsiances so adverse and 
disticssing, that no one could 
speak a word in their favour, 


to the Apostle James, 


without being a well-wisher t 
their cause, nor a well-wisher tg 
their cause, without losing poy 
only his reputation with the 
world, but even hazarding his for, 
tune and his life. Yet Origen jy 
hardy ( nough {oO say that 6 Jone 
phus did not believe our Jesus to 
be the Christ.” Our learned, 
but uncandid, apologist, thorough. 
ly understood the writings of Jo. 
scphus. He knew that he speaks 
of the gospel, under the name of 
Judaism; and defends the Chris. 
tians und-r the name of Jews: but 
he knew, also, that Josephus was 
not a believer in the divinity and 
miraculous birth of Jesus: Origen 
knew (as we shall hereafter see) 
that Josephus, so far from regard. 
ing these points as taught in the 
gospel, holds them up as the doc. 
trincs Of Certain impostors at 
Rome, who by their wickedness 
and falsehoods had brought dis. 
grace on Christ and his cause, 
This being the case, Origen says 
of Josephus what the more bigoted 
sons of orthodoxy have said of the 
Unitarfans in every age, namely, 
that he was not a believer im our 
Jesus as the Christ. Had Dr. 
Priestley lived, and written as he 
has done, in those early days, 
Origen and others, when theit 
purpose suited them, would with 
the same  uncbhristian temper 
have said of him, that he did not 
believe in our Jesus as the Christ; 
Jerome was more candid, as be 
has classed Josephus in the list of 
illustrious ecclesiastical writers. 
Eusebius also in his H. E. lib. te 
vi. p. 54, on alluding, perhaps, © 
the very passage quoted by Ongeny 
thus more adequately and justly 
represents the meaning of Josephus 
With this writer Josephus agrees 
both of whom alike make it man 
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fest, that from the times of Pilate, 
the calamities which betel the 
Jews, originated in their atroci- 
ties against vur Saviour. 


THEOLOGLUS. 


P.S. A monumental inscrip. 
tion to Nero, is thus translated by 
Lardner, vol. vil. p. 248.—** ‘lo 
Nero Claudius Cawsar. Augustus, 
high priest, for clearing the pro. 
vince of robbers, and those who 
taught mankind a new supersti- 
tion.” Justin Martyr, in his 
Secon] Apology, has thus record- 
ed the words of one Lucius, ad. 
dressed to Urbicus, a Roman 
magistrate, on account of the un- 
just sentence passed by him on 
an innocent Christian. ‘* Why 
should you condemn a man, con. 
victed neither of adultery, nor 
fornication, nor proved to be a 
murderer, nor a thief, nor a rob- 
ber, nor, finally, accused of any 
crime but of professing the Chris. 
tian name.” ‘The enemies of the 
gospel were eager to confound its 
votaries with the Sicarii: and 
this is the reason why Josephus 
is so particular in not only dis- 
tinguishing them, but in repre- 
senting them as enemies to each 
other. 





Mr. Nisbett, on Bishop Horsley’s 
Sermons. 
Tunstall April 5th 1811, 
Sir, 

The celebrated objection of 
Mr. Gibbon, that our Lord fore. 
told his second coming to judge 
the world, in the generation in 
which he lived, I had flattered 
myself I had found an adequate 
solution of, in the plain and sim. 
ple but undeniable fact that the 
Sospel history is an history of the 
Controversy between our Lord and 
his countrymen, whether he was 
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the person whom they expected, 
as their Messiah, or whether, to 
use the language of St. Luke, 
** they were to look for another,” 
So important has this subject ap. 
peared to me, that I have endea. 
voured to call the public atten. 
tion to it, perhaps, even to the 
extreme of folly. But) Bishop 
Horsley, after having professed to 
pay particular atteation to the 
subject, says— I shall now ven. 
ture to conclude, notwithstanding 
the great authorities the other way, 
that the phrase of our Lord’s com. 
ing, wherever itoccurs in his predic. 
tion of the Jewish war, as well as 
in most other passages of the New 
Testament, is to be taken in its 
literal meaning as denoting his 
coming in person, in visible pomp 
and gloryto the general judgment.” 
This opinion of the learned Bi- 
shop’s, the Edinburgh Reviewer 
thinks he has supported with com. 
plete success, and to give all possi. 
ble weight to his opinion, he has 
expressly said that, in his proper 
science of theology, ** we will not 
venture to suppose the Bishop had 
a superior ;’ and he farther says of 
his Sermons, that ‘‘ even ordinary 
readers may derive more advan. 
tage from them than from any vo. 
Jumes of sermons which have 
issued from the press for the last 
fifty years.” 

I am very far from wishing to 
detract from the real merit of the 
Bishop, or of his Sermons—but 
his criticisms upon the subject in 
which I am more immediately 
concerned, appear to me to have 
no claim whatever to the title of 
profound. On the contrary, I 
will venture to assert that they 
are wholly unworthy of his great 
name. Who, for instance, but 
the Bishop could have @ftagined 
that when our Lord said—* there 
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20° Mr. Nisbett on Bishop liorslew’s Sermons. 


Are some standing Lae re" he meant 
one individual only, and that indi. 
vidual, Judas Iscariot? Who but 
he could have pul any other cone. 
struction upon the plirase, tasting 
of death,” in this passage, than 
that of dying? Or, who besides 
himself could have deduced the 
awful doctrine of the cternity of 
hell torments from a verse which 
has not the least allusion to it? 
Jlow much more natural would it 
have been for the Bishop to have 
referred to our Lord's original 


language, that ** the kingdom of 


heaven was at hand,” for an expla- 
nation of this passage; especially 
it iS firmly supported by ils 
connection with a conversation 
which our Lord had with his dis- 
ciples concerning the opimion 
which was entertained of him ? 
As it appears that the Bishop 
totally mistook the meaning of 
this verse, so there ts abundant 
evidence that he was likewise 
greatly mistaken when le asserted 
thrat thr plirase ol our Lord’s com. 
ng, wherever it occurs in his 
prediction of the Jewish war, is to 
be tuken in its literal meaning, as 
denoting bis coming in person, in 
Visible pomp ane glory, to the yenes 
ral judgment, Nothing in the senti. 
ents Or Conduct of the disciples at 
this period, will, | am confident, 
justly the putting such a meaning 
upon their question—** What shall 
be the sign ot thy coming?” Asthe 
pre diction of ** the destruction of 
Jerusalem,” was totally incompa- 
ible with all then ideas of * the 
nature of the Messiah's character,” 
itisintiaitely more natural to sup. 
pose that they could not reconcile 
it with those idcas and therefore 
ap) lied to Jesus lor information, 
** When shall these things be,” and 


if they MAL st be; for that is CVle 


de ntly the ellipsis to be supplied 
—** What shall be the sign of thy 
coming?’ This, ! think, is most 
evident from our Lord’s reply; 
for he immediately proceeds tw 
caution them against those Who 
should assume ** the character of 
the Messiah ;” and he repeats this 
caution again and again, and then 
tells them that ** as the lightning 
cometh out of the East and shin. 
eth even unto the West 5 so shall 
also the coming of the Son of Man 
be.’ But, still farther to show 
that he thoroughly understood 
that their question related to © the 
coming of the Messiah,’’ he gave 
them the following very expheit 
information upon the subject, in 
the form of parable. ** Now learn 
a parable,” or instruction, * from 
the figetree; when its branch is 
yet tender aud putteth forth leaves, 
ye know that summer is nigh; 80 
likewise ye, when ye shall see all 
these things’?’—all the things which 
he had just been predicting, ‘*know 
that it’?—oras St. Luke has it— 
‘© know that ‘the Kingdom of God 
is nigh at hand.”’ 

Ilere again, if the learned 
Bishop had attended to our Lord's 
original language that * the king 
dom of heaven’ or of the Messiah, 
“was at hand,” he would have 
jvund a most easy and natural in- 
terpretation of the phrase “ the 
kingdom of God,” in the parable ; 
and he must have perceived that 
it was a direct and explicit answer 
to the question of the disciples= 
“what shall be the, sign of thy 
coming?” [f this was not the 
meaning of their questioD and of 
our Lord’s answer to it—then I 
will venture to assert that there is 
no bond of connection between the 
several parts of the gospel historyy 
and, in fact, nothing which ca® 

















enable the reader to judge, with 
precision, of their meaning. But 
who is) there that does not see, 
upon the slightest inspection of the 
gospel history, that it fs the grand 
object of the whole of it, to prove 
the truth of our Lord’s original 
declaration that * the kingdom ot 
heaven,’ or of the Messiah ‘* was 
at hand’—or in other words, that 
the gospel history is an history of 
the c ntroversy whether Jesus was 
the Messiah or not? Who does not 
see the extreme propriety of the 
question of the disciples, when, by 
his prediction of ** the destruction 
of Jerusalem,’ be had been anni- 
hilating the very foundation of all 
their hopes of his being the Messi. 
ah, and whoin such circumstances, 
does not see the equal propricty of 
his declaration that ** the kingdom 
of heaven was at hand,” notwith- 
standing his prediction? This is, 
if any thing can be, genuine his. 
torical evidence, commanding the 
assent of every rativval mind. 

But it scems, there is another 
quesuon which Bishop Horsley 
considered as decisive that the en- 
quiry of the disciples related to the 
end of the avorld, ** What”? said 
they, ** shall be the sign of the end 
of the world ?? Expositors, the 
Bishop says, suppose that by * the 
end of the world,’ the apostles 
meant, the end of that particular 
age during which the Jewish 
church and state were destined to 
endure. But he ridicules this 
idea as a puerile refinement of 
verbal criticism, founded upon 
What they call the idioms of 
the Jewish language ; which, how- 
ever, lc says, are no idioms of the 
inspired penmen, but the idioms 
of rabbinical divines, a set of 
despicable writers who strove to 
conceal their poverty of mean. 
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ing by the affected obscurity of a 
mystic style. But St. Paul was 
certainly no Jewish Rabbin—and 
yet he says, ** Now once in the 
end of the world,’ or age, as it 
ought to have been translated, 
** hath Christ appeared to take 
away sin.’ In another place he 
says, * the ends of the world are 
come.” Besides, where should we 
expect to find Jewish idioms but 
in Jewish writers 3 and the writers 
of the New ‘Testament, by abound. 
ing in these idioms, so far, at least, 
prove the credibility of their nar. 
ratives. In fact, as a reference to 
our Lord’s original language and 
the consequent controversy whether 
Jesus himscif sustained ** the cha. 
racter of the Messiah,’ compel us, 
by all the rules of sound criticism, 
tu understand the question of the 
disciples—** what shall be the sign 
of thy coming ?’, of ** his coming 
as the Messiah,” and not as ** the 
the judge of the world ;” so by a 
similar reference, an easy, and 
surely not an unnatural solution 
of the phrase, “ the end of the 
world,” or age, will be afforded, as 
relating to the conclusion of the 
Mosaic age’—or “ the com. 
mencemenv’” of that of the Messiah. 
Who will deny that it was as na. 
tural to ask, * when he should 
come,” as “what would be the signs 
of his coming?” In a word, if 
such a reference did not afford 
means of distinguishing the genuine 
meaning of this language, the gos 
pel history would, in my humble 
opinion, be essentially defective. 
But that it is not so, this slight 
view of the subject, must, I think 
convince every dispassionate en. 
quirer ; and if he wishes to see more 
upon it, I must refer him to my 
Triumphs of Christianity over In. 
fidelity—-or in a narrower Compass, 
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eQ4 Bishop Tlorsley’s Interpretation of Danie’. 


to my Letters, illusirative of the above the earth, into the order 
Gospel history. of celestials,—Who are the princes 
I have, it will be observed, tae that are first, or at the head oj 
ken no notice of any passages in all ? Are they any other than th 
the epistles v here the phrase * the three persons in the Godhead} 
coming of Christ? occurs—but I Michael therefore is one of them, 
have, ina distinct treatise, I think, Gabriel, speaking of him to Dan. 
eatistactorily shewn that when St. tel calls bim Michael your prince, 
Paul in his celebrated description and the great prince which stand. 
of ** the man of Sin,’’ says, “ now eth for the children of the peo. 
concerning the coming of Christ,” ple. From all this it is evident 
he alludes to ** his coming as the that Michael is a name for our 
Messiah.”? When St. Peter says, Lord himself, in his  particula 
‘* We have not followed cunningly character of the champion of bis 
devised fables when we made faithful people, &c. Of how high 
known to you the power and com- order must these ** Watches and 
ine ot our Lord Jesus Christ 29 it holy ones” have been, on whose 
is demonstrably evident that he decrees the judgments of God are 
uses it in the same sense. Bishop founded! I[t is’ surprising that 
Horsley had a fine opportunity of such men as Calvin, Lowth and 
enquiring into the meaning of this others, should not have their eyes 
passage, in his four Sermons upon Open totheerror and impiety of an 
the sure word of prophecy—but I exposition which makes them an. 
do not find that he takes the small. ges. The plain truth is that these 
est notice of it; though it was appellations denote the persons in 
evidently the foundation of the the Godhead. God who, in re. 
whole of the apostle’s subsequent gard ot the plurality of the persons, 
reasoning. In fine, the epistles is described by these two plural 
and gospels appear to me to har. nouns, in a verse preceding my 
monize most admirably in their use text is, in regard to the unity of 
of the phrase, ‘* the coming of essence, described by the same 
Christ,” and they strongly urge our nouns in the singular number, 
attention to St. Paul’s remark, that “* Watcher and holy onc.’’ And 
there is no other--or better “ foun. this is a full confirmation of the 
dation,” for our guide in the stu. truth of this exposition: for God 
dy of the New ‘Testament “ than is the only being to whom the 
that which is laid, which is, same name in the singular and in 
that Jesus is the Messiah.” If I the plural, may be indiscriminate- 
have contributed, in any degree, ly applied. ‘To make the declara- 
to convince my readers that this is tion the more solemn and striking 
the true method of doing justice to the terms in which it is conceived 
the sacred writings, I shall think | distinctly express that consent and 
have not hved nor laboured in concurrence of all the persons in 
valle the Trinity, in the design and exe- 
I am Sir, yours &c, cution of this judgment, which 
N. NISBETT. — must be understood indeed in every 
, ———= act of the Godhead.—Horsley’s 
Bishop Horsley’s interpretation Fast Sermon, on Dan, iv. 17. 
of Dan, iv. U7, 
Now since we are got clearly 
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<;iLL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET N 


ot AFRAID TO BLAME,’’—POPE. 
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Aur. I. 4 Course of Lectures, 
containing a Descrtption and 
Systematic Arrangement of the 
Several Branches of Divinity; 
accompanied with an Account 
both of the Principal Authors, 
aad of the Progress which has 
been made at defferent Periods 
in Theological Learning. By 
Herbert Marsh, D. D. FRCS. 
Margaret Professor of Divinity. 
Part. I1.— Cambridge, printed 
and Sold. Sold, also, by Riv. 
instons, London. 1810. Svo. 
pp. 148. 

The writer of these Lectures, 
has modestly represented them’ as 
‘*a Book of Directions, trom 
which, in the first place, might 
be learned the order and connec. 
tron, in which Theology should 
be studied, and tn the next place 
might be derived a knowledge ot 
the authors, who have best ex. 
plained the several subjects.” We 
congratulate students in divinity, 
that they are still furmshed with 
the assistance of a guide so intel. 
ligent and skilful. 

In the seventh Lecture, Dr. 
Marsh treats of the criticism of 
the Greek Testament, from the 
formation of the ¢extus receptus 
to the edition by Wetstein. He 
describes the London Polyglot, 
the materials of which it consists, 
the purposes to which it has been 
applied, and the partial and feeble 
Opposition which it received, This 
work, he remarks, ** was under- 
taken and completed at a time 
when the study of theology in this 
Country was immersed in the 
metaphysical depths of puritan. 


ee 
——-- 
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* Part ii, p47. 


ical disquisition :” and he slightly 
sketches the controversy between 
Owen and Walton on the oc. 
casion.* An account 1s added of 
the edition of the Greek ‘Testa- 
ment, at Amsterdam, by Curcel- 
leus, and of Dr. Fell’s at Oxford, 
But, in the opinion of the Mar. 
earet Professor, Mill’s was the 
commencement of the manhood 
of sacred criticism. Of © this 
noble edition,” as he properly 
styles it, he gives a pretty large 
description ; notice is also taken 
of Whitby’s il-judged attack upon 
it, and of the masterly vindicae 
tion which it met with from 
iat ntley, under the title of Phile. 
leutherus Lipsiensis. Kuster’s 
edition of Mill is of indispensable 
use to students, in consequcnce 
of all subsequent references to 
Mill’s Prolegomena being made 
to the sections, as they are num. 
bered by his editor. 

The Professor speaks of Dr. 
Edward Wells, as having published 
an edition of the Greek Testa. 
ment, at Oxford, early in the 
last century: but we perceive that 
he does not think highly of its 
critical value at the present day, 
The Bibhographical Dictionary 
ascribes to one Mace an edition 
printed in London, in 1729: no 
copy of this has ever fallen into 
our hands. A description follows 
of Bengel’s edition, and of Wet. 
stein’s ; and, with the candour, 
impartiality and zeal which he 
had already exercised, upon the 
sume subject, in his notes to 





* In the catalogue of Owen's works, 
in the Nonconfo: mists’ Memorial, his 
“ Considerations,” &c, are not found. 
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Michaélis, Dr. Marsh renders 
ample justice to the critical faith. 
fulness of the Remonstradt Protes. 
, he says, ** con- 
advance the 
‘Testament 


Ri TICW 


296 


SOr, who alone 
tributed more 


criticism of the Greek 


to 


than all who had gone betore him.” 
This Lecture, which brings us 
down to the year 1763, concludes 
with noticing the edition by bow. 
yer, the learned printer. 

Our author's th 
is principally oecupied 
account of the labours of Gries. 
bach. ‘The signal merit of this 
very diligent and learned editor 
Dr. Marsh appreciates with the 
and 


Li cture 
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an 


nicest accuracy, represents 
ina most interesting manner. He 
explains the the threefold classi. 


fication ol MSS of the Greek 
Testament, which forms the basis 
of the critical system of Gries. 


nor will any student con. 
the Margaret ? rolessor 


bach : 
ceive that 
is too diffuse on a topic so cur. 
ous and mportant. ‘the whole 
Lecture be repeat. 
edly read by every man who aims 


Inder d shoul | 


al be ing an accomplish ed theolo. 

n. 

The ninth contains an cnumera. 
tion of the writers who have il. 
lustrated the criticism of the 
Greek ‘Testament, according to 
its several departments: and, in 
the introduction to this Lecture, 
Dr. Marsh points out the differ. 
ence between Biblical criticism 
and Biblical interpretation, and 
shews in what manner the able 
critic in the scriptures may, as 
such, esiablish their authe nticity. 
One of his illustrations is furnished 
by Mait 19, passage 
the genuineness of which is indis. 
putable; though, think, it 
would not to an unprejudiced 
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reader teach the doctrine of the 
trinity, which, however, m: LY pos. 
sibly be there, by a person 
already believing in this’ tenet, 
‘The two first chapters of Matthew, 
in which the Margaret Profemes 
also instances, are found, unques. 
tionably, in the carliest MSS 
that are extant. And, in like 
manner, the celebrated paragraph 
in Josephus concerning 
Christ, has no want of cxternal 
evidence. There are few scholars, 
neverthels S$, Who hot re rT Ct 
it, on account of numerous inter. 
nal improb abilities: and had the 
introductory ch apters of Matthew 
and Luke made parts of a classi. 
cal author, editors would yr rhaps 
have affixed to them the mark of 
suspicion and uncertainty. 
Among the general and 
mentary treatises on the criticism 
of the Greek ‘Testament, the Pro. 
fessor recommends Dr. Gerard’s 
Institutes of Biblical Criticism: 
and,under different heads,he notic. 
es with approbation various works, 
chiefly by for en theologians. 
The subject of the tenth Lecture, 
the criticism of the Hebrew 
Bible. Dr. Marsh considers 
first the causes which have pro- 
duced variations in the Hebrew 
MSS, and then the remedies 
which have been employed to core 
rect them. Ile states the various 
readings to have arisen, partly 
from accidental, partly from 
designed, alterations. Under the 
former, he reckons the casual 
omission, addition, exchange oF 
transposition of letters, syllables 
and words, which no transcriber, 
however catia ‘ful,can wholly avoid, 
the mistakes which likeness of 
sound occasions, when a copyist 
writes as another dictates, and 
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those which proceed from the re. 
currence of the same word, after 
a short interval, and trom other 
peculiarities in the language, or 
in the method of making Hebrew 
MISS. The orlgin of the other 
class of various readings, in which, 
however, he sees no wilful cor. 
ruption, he traces to an erroneous 
judgment in the custom of writ. 
ing explanatory notes on the mar- 
vip, and to the ditlerence in the 
modes of writing certain Hebrew 
words. 

We are next favoured by the 
author with a descriptive cata. 
logue of such of the early editions 
of the. Hebrew Bible as, in a 
critical 'view, are most entitled to 
attenuon. At the same time, he 
directs his hearers and readers to 
the source of those marginal or 
Masoretic readings which are 
seen in many of the editions. 
H.s account of the discovery of 
the Samaritan Pentateuch, his 
subsequent reflections and his 
perspicuous narrative of the con- 
troversy about the antiquity of 
the Hebrew characters and points, 
are the most interesting passages 
of this Lecture. 

On his cleventh he enters with 
stating what he means by the in- 
tegrity of the Hebrew text, and 
properly remarks that ** the text 
of an ancient author may be 
said to have preserved its integrity 
if ithas descended to the present 
age insuch a state as, upon the 
whole, the wuthor gave it.” We 


are next presented with a view of 


the controversy on this subject 
between Morinus and Cappellus 
onthe one side, and the Buxtorfs, 
&c. on the other. The history 
ot the criticism of the Hebrew 
Bible is then pursued. ‘To an 
enumeration of some printed edi- 
VOL. VI, 
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tions succeeds an instructive nar- 
rative of the labours of Dr. Ken. 
nicott in the same field. Of this 
inde fatigable editor the Prot ssor 
SUYS, - though he possessed not 
the Rabbinical learning of the 
two buxtorfs, his merits were 
ercater than some of his contem. 
poraries, as well in’ England as 
on the continent, were willing to 
allow.” But he afterwards ob. 
serves, “ we are still in want of 
an edition of the Hebrew Bible, 
conducted on the plan of Gries. 
bacli’s Greek ‘Testament. Kennie 
cots brought us hardly so far in 
the criticism of the former as 
Mill’s edition in the criticism of 
the latter.’’ Doederleins and 
Meisner’s, published, in 1793, at. 
Leipzig, is not overlooked: we 
have reason to fear that the faint. 
ness of its typography is an ob- 
stacle to its general circulation, 

The twelfth Lecture which, 
however, from the nature of it, 
was not delivered*, is employed in 
an enumeration of the authors who 
have best explained the several de- 
partments of Ilebrew criticism, 
Here we cannot fail to perceive that 
Dr. Marsh’s acquaintance with the 
theological literature of the cone 
tinent, enables him to execute 
this part of his undertaking with 
more than common advantage. 
But it will not be expected from 
us to transcribe a list of names 
and dates and works. We shall 
content ourselves with noticing 
some few articles, in which our 
readers, we conceive, will be par- 
ticularly interested. 

For an intimate knowledge of 
the nature of Hebrew MSS. in 
general, we are directed to Tych. 
sen’s T'entamen de varits codicum, 


a nae 


* See the Prefice, note. 
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°YS Review. —An Appeal to 


Sc. Among its digressions on other 
pots of Hlebrew literature, Is a 
d fence of the Masoretic teat, as 
too pertect Co require the aid of a 
| apparatus’. We are ine 
d by a fmend, that Micha. 
elis revie \ ithe Jentfamen in the 
Orientalische Bibliothes. 

Of the collation — of all the 
know MSS of the LAX, began by 
thr late Dean « { Winchest yr the 


" Since the death of Dr. 
Holmes, the continuation of this 
important work has been under. 
taken by Mr. Parsons, who has 
prop rly resumed it with the his. 
torical books, as they follow the 
Pentateuch, and from the speci- 
men which he has already given 
(the book of Joshua just published) 
appears well worthy of the task 
committed to his care.’’ 

We were gratified too by the 
following information : 

* Michaelis in) his German 
translation of Isaiah, which was 
made about the same time, and 
of which nearly one half was 
print d when Lowth’s Isaiah ap- 
peercd, hasin most places, where 
he has preferred a vanous reading 
to the common text, agreed in 
the chorce of that reading with 
Lowth,” pp. 130, 131, note. 

To Dr. Marsh’s Lectures it is 
not, in our judgment, a fair ob. 
jection that they are unaccom. 
panied by copious notes, and do 
hot contam elaborate, critical 
disquisitions. Nunc non erat his 
locus. They make good their 
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the British Nation, &c. 


pretenuions, and are what lectyrg 
should) be,——directions and aids - 
calculated to awaken and guide. 
without superset ding the Industry 
of the auditors and readers: and 
it only remains for us cordially ty 
wish the learned author health 
and spirits and perseverance { 


con plete his plan. 


Art. Ul. The First Principles of 
Religion, in Question and An. 
swer, for the Use of Young 
Children. 240. pp. 29, 1810. 
‘Lhis isa very clear CN position, 

in language intelligible for the 

most part to children, of the im. 

portant truths of the gospel. If 

there be any thing that we wish 
at all different in the Catechism, 
it is, that the last question and 
answer bad not left the wicked 
under punishment. — It appears to 
us, that the only way to teach re 
ligion eflectually to children, is 
by representing God as a Father, 
bat how differently will they feel 
towards a Father who is always 
punishing his offspring, and one 
who corrects them in measure, 
with a view to make them better! 


Art. II].—An Appeal to the 
British Nation on the Folly and 
Criminality of War. By Ire 


neus. Svo. pp: 36. Johnson 
and Co. 1811. 


Irenaeus reasons well ; but what 
chance has a man of peace, o 
gaining the ear of a people, ol 
whom a large proportion have 
been born and educated in a stale 
of warfare ? 
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TOLERATION ACT. 


a 


In this and the following No. we inten 


d to insert all the public documents, re- 


lating to Lord Sidmouth’s proposed Bill.—Ep.] 


At a numerous and respeclabl 
meeling of Protestant Dissenters, 
of various denominations, and 
other Friends to Religious Liberty, 
residing in different parts of the 
United Empire, held at the Lon. 
dun Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, 
May the 15th, S11. = Samuel 
Mails, Esq. in the Chair. It 
was unanimously resolved, 

I, That this meeting believe 
that there are, at least, two mil. 
lions of Protestant Dissenters in 
the kingdom of Fngland and 
Wales, including persons of opu- 
lent fortunes, high literary attain. 
ments, and active benevolence: 
that their exertions have contri. 
buted to promote industry, know- 
ledge, good morals, social order, 
and public prosperity. ‘Tbat 
they are not inferior to any of 
their tellow-subjects in fervent love 
to their country, nor in ardent 
loyalty to their venerable sover- 
eign, whose early promise ‘* fo 
preserve the toleration inviolate,” 
has made an unobliterable Impres- 
sion on their hearts—and_= that 
any measures which might excite 
their discontent and entceble their 
attachment, would therefore, at 
any time, and especially at this 
period, be inconsistent with the 
hational interest, and with wise 
and liberal policy. 

I]. That although this mecting 
consider the right to worship God 
according to individual judgment 
as an inalienable right, superior 
to all social regulations; and, 
although they have long anticipa. 
ted a period when all pena! laws 
lor worshipping God according to 


their consck neces would be abol. 
‘y have been unwifling 
the public mind for the 


ished, th 
lo agitaty 
attainment of their hopes, and pre. 
suming that no person would, in 
this age, venture to assail the Act 
of ‘Toleratic n, alter the ever-meni- 
orable declaration of the King, 
they have Been content to regard 
it with grateful emotions, and to 
estecm it us an eflectual protection 
from the recurrence of former 
pe rsecuuions. 

lil. ‘Phat the persons assembled 
at this meeting, have received 
with great anxiety, the commu. 
nications frequently made by the 
Right Hon, Viscount Sidmouth, 
of lis intention to propose legise 
lative enactments interfering with 
the laws relating to Protestant 
Dissenters 3 that they did hope 
the applications he has received, 
and the information commune 
cated, would bave prevented his 
perseverance. But they have 
learned the disappointment of 
their hopes, and have ascertained 
the provisions of the Bill, which 
he has at length introduced into 
Parliament with cxtreme regret, 
and with paintul apprehension, 

IV. ‘That this Kill declares 
that all the provisions relating to 
Dissenting Ministrs, contained 
in the ‘Toleration Act, and in the 
subsequent act for their further 
relief, were intended to be limit- 
cd only to ministers of separate 
congregations ; and enacts First, 
That such ministers, upon being 
admitted to the peaceable pOssess~ 
ion and enjoyment of the place 
of ministers of a separate Congre. 
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cation, may, on a certificate In 
writing, under the hands of seve. 
ral ‘* substantial and respectable 
householders to such 


tion. signed in the pre. 


belonging 
conagres 
credible witness 
to pl of of their 
signatures upon oath at a & neral 


sess1ons of tue pt uce, 


SOTA 


? 
hitne 


be pr rimitted 


to take the oaths, and to sign the 
declarations previously required, 
and shall then, and then only du. 
riog their continuance to be mie 
nisters of such separate Congrega- 
tion, be entitled to all the privie 


which the 


leges and exemptions 

former acts had conterred. 2. 
‘That any other person who may 
desire t qpuaehily tari clf to preach 
as a dissenting liintster, must pro. 


cure several substantial and repu- 
table house hol lers, berg dissene 
ters of the same sect, and of the 
same congregation, to ceruly on 


their consciences, in writing, to 


his being a protestant dissenting 
minister of their sect, and of the 


‘ nie 


to their 
udividual and long knowledge 
hdividual an ong Knowledge to 


Cohgregation, and 


his sobriety of conversation, and 
t 


iiity and fitness to preach, 


and that such certificate must be 
proved s beiore stated, before he 
be pel tied to take the oath and 
Subsernbe the declarati n, betore 
he be exempt from the pails, 
penalties, and punishments — to 
which he would otherwise be li. 
able asa dissenting minister. And 


- 


we Phat any person of a sober life 
and conversati n, admutted to 
preac hoon probation to any sepa. 
rate Congregation, must produce a 


certiticate trom several dissenting 
laken = the 
also proved on oath 
at a general session) of his lite and 
conversauon, and to ther long 


ministers (who have 


outl 9g to bye 
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previous knowledge, before he cay 
be permiited to take the Oaths and 
subscribe the declaration : andthat 
he may then, duringa limited peri. 
od, to be specifi din the certife 
cate, officiate as a probationer ty 
any dissenting congregation, and 
be, during a limited period, ex mpt 
from prosecution and punishment, 
But neither of the two last mene 
tioned classes of persons will be 
entitled to any privileges, or tothe 
exemptions trom othces conferred 
on dissenting ministers by the 


‘Toleration Act. 
V. ‘that the principle assumed 


as the foundation of the Bill isin 
correct:—That the  ‘Toleration 
Act authorised any persons to 
become Dissenting ministers, who 
conceived themseives to be called 
and qualificd to preach, upon 
to the state, for 
their loyalty and Christian prio. 
ciples, by taking certain oaths, 
and subscribing certain declata. 
thons, and not only prevented 
their persecution under laws made 
in times less favourable to civil 
and religious liberty, but cone 
ceiving ther labours to be of 
public utility, granted to them eX 
einptions from all parochial offices 
and other duties which might i- 
terfere with their more important 
excrtious—That such construc 
tion of the Act of Loleration has 
been sanctioned by the general 
practice of a century, and has 
never Leen impugned by any de 
cision In a superior court of law 
—and that even if such construc: 
tion be incorrect and legislative 
exposition be required, such des 
claratory Bill ought to follow 
the intention of the only Act which 
has subsequently passed, 4 
should extend and not contrach 


giving security 
















































































»rotect and not impair, the relief 
aforded by the former ancient 
and vend rable statute. 

Vi. That the Bill introduced 
into Parliament is not justified 
by any necessity, and will be 
highly injurious that it is un. 
iM cessary, because the evils pre. 
sumed to result from the abuses of 
the existing laws, by a few per- 
sons who may have improperly 
taken the oaths required from 
dissenting preachers and teachers, 
do not eXist but to a most incon. 
siderable extent; and because 
the extension of all such abuses 
has been anxiously, and would 
be eflectuatly, discountenanced by 
every Class of Protestant Dissenters 

-und that it must be INJULTLOUS, 
because it will introduce forms 
unprecedented, inconvemient, or 
impracticable—will render itinc. 
rant preachers, students of divinity, 
mubisters on probation, and many 
persons to whose ardent piety and 
disinterested labours multitudes 
are indebted for religious instruc- 
tion, lrable to serve all civil offices 

‘and will expose all ministers, or 
the witnesses to their certificates, 
to be harrassed by repeated attend- 
ances at different sessions, and to 
capricious examinations and une 
limited expence ~because by lime 
ung the right of persons to be. 
come dissenting ministers, it will 
linpose new restrictions or tolera. 
tion—and because it will create a 
precedent for future att mpts at 
even more dangerous or fatal expe. 
Minents against religious liberty. 

Vil. That although most. re. 
luctant to interference with polie 
Uical aifairs, they cannot but re- 
gard the present attempt with pe- 
Cullar sensations of alarm, and 
that veneration for their ancese 
tors, regard to their posterity, 
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respect for rights which they can 
never abandon, and the sacred ob. 
ligations which they feel, will 
therefore compe! them to disregard 
all doctrinal and ritual distinctions, 
and to unite by every legitimate 
eflort to prevent the pending 
Bill trom passing into a law, and 
to oppose the smallest diminution 
of the privileges secured by the 
Act of Toleration, 

Vill. That from the noble de. 
Claration of the liberaleminded 
and illustrious Prince Regent of 
the Empire, that he wall deliver 
up the constitution unaltered to 
his royal father, this meeting are 
encouraged to indulge confident 
hope that a measure so innovating 
gud injurious can never obtain 
the sanction of his high authority, 
and they also rejoice that it has 
not been introduced by his Majese 
ty’s Government—That respect. 
ful application be therefore made 
to them for their wise: and cone 
tinued protection —Thata Petition 
to the Llouse of Lords against the 
Bill be signed by all the persons 
present at this mecting, and that 
all congregations of Protestant 


Dissenters, and other friends of 


religious liberty throughout the 
empire, be recommended to pre. 
sent similar Petitions, and that a 
committce Consisting of persons 
resident in London be appointed 
to eflectuate these proc editigs, 
and to adopt any measures they 
may deem expedient to prevent 
the successful prosecution of this 
Bill—and that dissenting minise 
ters of every denomination, reste 
dent in the country. be also meme 
-bers of this committee May In- 
crease their number—and that 
any three members be competent 
to act. 

IX. That the following gentle. 
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302 loleration 
meu i ipp nied to ! the COMe 
mittee in Lon lon :— 

Thomas Allan, Lsq. Rev. Ro. 


bert Aspland, Rev. Mr. Barber, 
Vilham Bateman, Esq. Willram 
Blair, Esq. Re. L. Brooks, Esq. 
J rs ph Boggs, losq. Rev. Joseph 
Brooksbank, Rev. Charles Buck, 
Rev. George Burder, Rev. H. F. 
surder, Rev. Joseph Benson, Jo. 
coph Butterworth, leq. Rev. Wile 


liam Chapman, John Christie, Esq. 
tev. George Ci llison, Rev, \\. 
B. Collyer, D.D. James Emerson, 
ksq. Ksdaile, [osq. 
Rev. John Gore, Rev. a 
Greig, Rev. Rowland Hill, A. M. 
John Hyatt deal 
M.D. Rev. Thomas Jack. 
son, Rev. I. Be Rev, John 
Liefchild, Rev. ‘Thomas Lewis, 
R. H. Marten, Esq. Samuel Mills, 
Esq. Benjamin Neal, Esq. Old- 
Oldham, Esq. Rev. W. 
Rev. James Phillips, 
The Thies Powel 5 Ri 
Raffles, Benjamin Risdon, 
William Slark, E 
Esq, Rev. J. Pye Smith, 
Rev. Rol stodhart, 
Steven, | sq. Jose ph 
Esq. Willia 
Thomas | 


Townsend, 


James Jun. 


q° 
tev. James 
ton, 
Jon Sy 


ham 
Platt, CV. 
lL homas 
lusq. 
Smith, 
dD, 
Robert 


stevenson, 


\ . 


sq. Isaac 


m Summers, Esq. 
app, Esq. Rev. John 


William Townsend, 


Esq. Thomas Walker, lsq. Rev. 
Alexander Wauch, Rev. Matthew 
Wilks, Rev. Griffith Williams, 


John Wilson, Esq. ‘Thomas Wont. 
ner, sq. Samuel Woodward, [’sq. 
Samuel Yockney, 
Young, sq. 
X. That 


James 


Esq. 
these resolutions be 
communicated to the committee 
for the privileges of the 
Methodists, and to the deputies 
and ministers of the congregations 
of Protestant Dissenters of the 
three denominations in or near 
London—and that their CO-opera. 


guarding 





Act. 


tion and assistance be resp: ctfully 
invited. 

XI. ‘That a subscription be en. 
tered into to detray the expences 
which may be incurred—and that 
all friends to religious liberty 
throughout the empire be invited 
to contribute— and that such sub. 
sc ription be ap proprii ated at the 
discretion of the C ommittee, 

XII. ‘That a treasurer be Ape 
) mnted—and that subscriptions 
him, and by sl 
and Co. and Sir 


be received by | 
Robarts. + 


ibtis, 


James Esdaile and Co. Lombard 
Street. 

XII. ‘that Thomas Pellatt, 
Misq. of Ironmonger’s Hall, and 
Jolin Wilks, Lsq. of Iloxton 
Square, be solicited to act as 
joint secretaries to this Commit. 
tec. 

XIV. ‘That the acknowledg- 


ments of this meeting be presented 
to the Gentlemen by whom It was 
convened, for the vigilance meri. 
toriously displ: iyed, and tor their 
promp tattention to every atte — 
ed infringement of the valuable and 
long-established rights of Protest. 
ant Dissenters. 

XV. That this meeting present 
their ardent thanks to the Chair. 
man, for the attachment to rell. 
gious libes ‘ty which - has dis 
pl ayed, by consenting o preside 
on this occasion, and for the ate 
tention and ability which he has 
manifested, 

XVI. That their thanks be also 
presented to John Wilks, Esq. for 
the ability and zeal which he has 
mi apifested as te mporary Secretae 
ry, and for his eloquent and use» 
ful exertions at this meeting. 

XVII. That these Resolutions 
be published in the Newspapers, 
signed by the chairman, and that 
measures be adopted by the Come 




































































mittee, necessary to give them 
requisite publicity. 
SAMUEL MILLS, 
Chairman. 
At a Meeting of the General 
Committee of the Sucietics of the 
late Rev. John Wesley, 


Convened tor the purpose of 


taking into consideration a Bill, 
brought into the House of Lords 
by the Right Honourable Lord 
Viscount Sidmouth, — intituled, 
“An Act to explain and render 
more effectual certain Acts of the 
first year of the reign of King 
William and Queen Mary, and 
of the nineteenth year of his pres 
sent Majesty, so far as the same 
relate to Protestant Dissenting 
Ministers ;” held at the New 
Chapel, City Road, London, the 
I4th of May 1811 ;—it was re. 
solved, 

I. That the said Bill, if carried 
into a law, will be a great in. 
fringement of the laws of religious 
Toleration, and will be subversive 
of the most valuable rights and 
privileges which we as a religi- 
ous society enjoy. 

If. That the said act will in 
future curtail the privileges and 
exemptions of our regular preach 
ers, who are wholly devoted to 
the functions of their office, and 
to which they are legaily entitled 
under the letter and spirit of the 
Act of Toleration. 

III. That the said act will ren- 
der it very difficult, if not imprac- 
ucable, to obtain certificates for 
the great body of local preachers 
and exhorters, and who are not 
only an useful part of our Society, 
but Whose ald is essentially neces. 
sary in the very numerous chapels 
and meeting-houses in which our 
Congregations assemble. 
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IV. That with great gricf of 


heart we have observed of late, a 
crowing disposition in different 
parts of the country, to disturb 
our meetings, even those which 
are held only for prayer to Al. 
mighty God, and to enforce the 
penalues of the Conventicle Act 
upon those who officiate in them ; 
the great inconvenience and hea. 
vy expences of which we have al. 
ready telt, If this system of per 
secution should be persevered in, 
the subordinate teachers of our 
body, to the amount of many 
thousands of persons in the united 
kingdom, will be driven to apply 
for certificates to protect them 
from the penalties of the Conven- 
ticle Act, which indeed they can 
obtain under the existing laws 
without obstruction; but if the 
present bill should be passed into 
a law, it will be utterly impossible 
to consider such persons as Dis. 
senting Ministers, and to certify 
them under the said act: therefore, 
either an end will be put to the 
functions of a most valuable and 
useful part.of our community, or 
they will be exposed to all the 
penalties of the Conventicle Act ; 
the consequence of which will be, 
that as the people cannot, and 
ought not to refrain from acts of 
social worship, and meetings foi 
religious instruction, the penalties 
cannot be paid, and the prisons 
will be peopled with some of the 
most peaceable and pious charac. 
ters in the country. 

V. That a great number of the 
persons mentioned in the last re. 
solution (as well as a large pro. 
portion of our societies) considere 
ing themselves as members of the 
established church, to which they 
are conscientiously attached, will 
feel it quite incompatible with 
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their sentiments to apply for cer- 
tificates under the terms of the 
said act, which requires them to 
be certified and to declare them- 
selves as dissenting Ministers. 

VI. ‘That the alluded 
to in the fourth resolution, are an 


othces 


essential part of the economy of 


our societies, which has for its ob- 
ject, the instruction of the [gnorant 
and the relief of the Miserable, 
rather then the creation or exten- 
sion of a distinct sect of religion ; 
and without whose aid the various 
chapels of our societies in the 
united kingdom, which have cost 
an immense sum of money in their 
erection, cannot be supported. 

VU. That our chapels have 
been built, and large sums of mo- 
ney, due Upon the same, for which 
the respective trustees are now re- 
sponsible, have been lent and ad- 
vanced under the most perfect con. 
fidence that our system, so neces. 
sary for their support, would re. 
main undisturbed ; and that those 
rights of conscience, which our 
most gracious Sovereign on his 
accession to the throne, declared 
should be maintained inviolable, 
would, in this happy and enlight- 
ened country, ever be held sacred 
and preserved junintringed. 

Ll, ‘That it does not appear 
to us, that the present toleration 
laws are either so ineffectual, or 
the interpretation of them so un- 
certain, as to render any bill ne. 
Cessary to explain them, much 
less to curtail the benefits intended 
to be conveyed by them; but on 
the other hand we are satisfied, 
that if the present bill should pass, 
the whole law of religious tolera- 
tion will become more obscure, 
and its meaning more uncertain; 
and thus a fruitful source of litiga- 
tion and oppression will be opened. 
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IX. That 
archbishops and bishops, af the 
number of places for divine wor. 
ship, &c. in their respective dio. 
ceses, upon which the present 
measure appears to be founded, 
are far from furnishing evidence 
of the necessity of restricting the 
operations of religious SOCIEHES ; 
but, on the contrary, they con. 
tain the most decisive proots (from 
the inadequacy the parish 
churches to contain the inhabit. 
ants of the kingdom) that the in. 
creasing population calls for all 
the means of religious instruction, 
which well disposed persons, of 
all denominations of Christians, 
have in their power to afford, 

X. ‘That from the manifest e 
fect which the diffusion of religion 
has had for the last filty years, 
in raising the standard of publie 
morals, and in promoting loyalty 
in the middle ranks, as well as 
subordination and industry in the 
lower orders of socicty, which s 
powerfully operate upon the na. 
ional prosperity and public spirit, 
we dread the adoption of any mea 
sure which can in the least weaken 
these great sinews of the nation, of 
restrain the patriotic efforts of 
any of the religious communities 
of the country. 

XI. That as we deprecate the 
consequences of the bill as it now 
stands, so we cannot see that any 
modification of it can meet the 
views of its right honourable and 
noble proposer (whose charactet 
we highly respect) without essed 
tially deteriorating the indefeasl- 
ble rights and privileges of those 
who are the objects of the tolera- 
tion laws. 

XII. That inasmuch as this act 
will most deeply affect our socit 
ties, whose moral character 4" 
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loyalty are unimpeachable, we feel 
it our daty to declare, that we do 
believe there exists among 
n any practice or disposition, 

int a legislative measure, 


not 


tk 
whic 
and privileges. 

XIU. That the introduction of 
the present measure Is as Unseason. 
able, as it is needless and Oppres- 
sive. At any ume religious righ 
form a most delicate subject for 
legislative interference, but at such 
a time as this, when not only unas 
nimity, but affection for the go. 
vernment and laws of our country 
are more than ever essential, for 
the patient endurance of the pres- 
sure of the umes, and the repul- 
sion of the bitterest enemy with 
which this country ever had to con. 
tend, the discussion of these rights is 
most feelingly to be deprecated. 
Much irritation, —even worse than 
political irritation, would be pro. 
duced, and the ardent affection of 
many a conscientious and loyal 
subject would be involuntarily di- 
minished. Weare impressed with 
these sentiments the more deeply, 
as not the shadow of a charge is 
brought against our very nume. 
rous body, and we can challenge 
the most rigid enquiry into the 
moral and political character of 
our preachers and our people. 

XIV. That, abstaining from all 
observations on the abstract rights 
of conscience, but with the views 
and feelings thus expressed, we 
are most decidedly of opinion that 
the present measure is radically 
objectionable, and does not admit 
of any modification ; and we can- 
not but feel it our duty to oppose 
the bill in all its stages by every 
Consututional means, 

XV. That we reflect with high 
satisfaction on the liberal, enlight. 
ened, and religious declaration of 

VOL. Vi, 


h woud abridge our rights 


+ 


| | 
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our most gracious Sovereign, on 
the commencement of his reign, 
** Born,” said his Majesty, in his 
first speech from the throne, “ and 
educated in this country, I glory 
in the name of Briton, and the 
peculiar happiness of my life will 
ever Consist in promoting the wel. 
fare of a people, whose loyalty and 
warm affection to me, I 
der as the greatest and most per- 
manent security of my throne; 
and I doubt not, but their steadi. 
ness in those principles will equal 
the firmness of my invariable re- 
solution to adhere to, and strength- 
consultation in 


CONSI.« 


en this excellent 
church and state; and to main. 
tain the toleration inviolable. The 
civil and religious rights of my 
loving subjects are equally dear 
to me with the most valuable pre. 
rogatives of my crown; and as the 
surest foundation of the whole, 
and the best means to draw down 
the divine favor on my rcign, it 13 
my fixed purpose, to countenance 
and encourage the practice of true 
religion and virtue.” ‘This decla- 
ration of our beloved Sovereign 
has been religiously tulfilled dur. 
ing along and beneficent reign,and 
has been humbly met by our soci. 
eties with the aflection it was cal. 
culated to inspire. We have built 
with confidence upon this gracious 
declaration, and our confidence 
has not been misplaced, His Ma. 
jesty has been a shield to the reli- 
gious of all persuasions, and he 
has respected the rights of con- 
science in all. And we cannot 
doubt that his royal highness the 
Prince Regent, with those just 
sentiments of truth and sincerity, 
which he has graciously declared 
shall be the guide of his character 
and every action of his life, will 
feel it his happiness to recognize 
the high natural rights of conscie 
2R 
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ence; and should it please the 
wise Disposer of all events to re- 
store his afflicted father to the per. 
sonal exercise of his royal functi- 
ons, his Royal Highness will feel 
it amongst the many blessings of 
his benevolent and liberal admin. 
istration, that he has, agreeably to 
the ardent wishes of a great por- 
tion of his Majesty’s loyal sub. 
jects, preserved those sacred rights 
entire, and returned to his beloved 
Father the Toleration inviolate. 
We have too much confidence in 
the wisdom and justice of parlia. 
ment, to imagine that a measure 
will ke adopted, so obnoxious to 
such a large proportion of the na- 
tion, as our societies and congre- 
gations constitute; but if unhap- 
pily we should be disappointed, 
and in the dernier resort, we 
should be driven to submit our 
case to his Royal Highness, we 
have already the gratification of 
his royal assurance, that he will 
** be ready to listen to the com. 
plaints of those who may think 
themselves aggrieved, and regulate 
his conduct upon the established 
principles of that ancient and ex- 
cellent constitution, under which 
the people of this country have 
hitherto enjoyed a stateof unrivall- 
ed prosperity and happiness.” 

XVI. That a sub-committee 
be appointed to carry these reso. 
lutions into effect. 

XVII. That these resolutions 
be printed, and with circular let- 
ters on the subject, be immediate. 
ly transmitted to our societies 
throughout the United Kingdom, 
if the sub-committee judge it to 
be necessary. : 

XVIII. That before any active 
measures be taken, a deputation 
do wait on the Right Honourable 
Lord Viscount Sidmouth with a 
copy of these Resolutions, and 
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earnestly entreat his Lordship to 

withdraw his bill. 

Signed by order of the Committee 
JOSEPH BUTTERWORTH, 


Secretary. 


At a General Mecting of the 
Deputies appointed for supporting 
the Civil Raghts of the Protes. 
tant Dissenters, held at the King's 
Head Tavernin the Poultry, Lon 
don, the 15th of May, 1811;— 
William Smith, Esq. M. P. tn the 


Chair :— 


{csolved, That liberty of con. 
science, comprehending the free. 
dom of public assemblies for reli. 
gious worship and instruction, in 
such fofms, and under such teaob. 
ers, as men shall for themselves 
approve, is the inalienable right 
of all; in the peaceable exercise 
of which they are not justly 
controulable by the civil magise 
trate. 

Resolved, That this liberty has 
been gencrally recognized in the 
practice of the British Govern. 
ment, since the wra of the Revo. 
lution, under the construction of 
the statute commonly called the 
Toleration Act. Thus, whatever 
may have been the letter of the 
law, the spirit of toleration has 
been extended, and a large pore 
tion of religious liberty actually 
enjoyed. 

Resolved, That we have beheld 
with great concern a Bill lately 
brought into Parliament, designed, 
as appears to us, to abridge such 
religious liberty, and having & 
tendency to deprive the lower 
classes of the community of those 
opportunities which they have 9 
long enjoyed, to attend public 
worship and religious instruction 
under teachers of their own choice. 

Resolved, ‘That as deputed by 
large and respectable bodies of 
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Protestant dissenters, to attend to great principle of religious liberty 
their civil rights, it becomes our which they are above all things 
bounden duty immediately to desirous to vindicate and maine 
rotest against the principle of tain, and to infringe on rights 
such a measure, and to point out which have long been held sacred 
the unjust and vexatious operation and inviolable. 
of the aforesaid Bill, as now Your petitioners therefore hum. 
brought into Parliament. bly pray your Lordships will be 

Resolved, Tata Petitionagainst pleased in your wisdom to reject 
the said Bill, grounded on the the said Bill.-— 
principles of the foregoing Reso. And your petitioners shall ever 
lutions, be signed by the members pray. 
of this meeting, and presented to —_—-- 
the legislature. Resolutions, unanimously adopt. 

Resolved, That the foregoing ed at the Extraordinary Meeting 
Resolutions be signed by the chair. of the General Body of Protes« 
man and inserted in all the public tant Dissenting Ministers of the 
papers, Three Denominations, held at the 

Tue Perition. Library in Red-Cross Street, May 

To the Right Honourable, the 16th, 1811, for the purpose of 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Deliberating on the Means of Op- 
Parliament assembled : posing Lord Sidmouth’s Bill, 

The humble Petition of the un- ——‘[. That the right of peaceably 
dersigned Protestant Dissenters, assembling for the purposes of re- 
residing in and near London, ligious warship and public in- 

Sheweth :—That your Petition. struction, according to the dic. 
ers, deeply impressed with aq [tes of our own consciences, be. 
sense of the incalculable impor. longs to us as men, as Christians, 
tance of religious liberty, in the and as members of civil society : 
fullest extent of that phrase, are that this right ought not to be 
ever most willing gratefully to ac- abridged or controuled by any 
knowledge the large and valuable secular authority ; and that we 
portion of that blessing which they anvot consent to the alienation 
have been accustomed to enjoy, or surrender of it without crime. 
and are, at the same time anxi. /ality on our own part, disrespect 
ous that this advantage should be to the memory of those from whom 
transmitted undiminished to their we have, under providerfce, receiv. 
posterity, ed it, and injury to the best in- 

That your petitioners have terests of our descendants and 
therefore learned with great re. successors, to whom it isour duty, 
gret, the introduction ofa Bill into as far as we are able, to trans. 
your Lordships’ House, entitled, mit it inviolate. 

**An Act to explain and render If. That this right has been 
more effectual certain Acts of the recognized and maintained from 
Ist William and Mary and the the Revolution to the present day, 
19th of his present Majesty, so partly by a liberal construction of 
far as the same relate to Protes. the Toleration Act, and partly 
tant Dissenting Ministers,” which by the protection of the illustrious 
they fear will tend to impair that princes of the House of Brunswick: 
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and that it would betray a want 
of confidence in the favour of our 
Sovereign, in the justice of the 
legislature, and in the spirit of 
the times, to submit to any pro. 
posed restrictions of this right in 
passive silence. 

Hil. That as faithful and loyal 
subjects, attached to the civil 
constitution of our country, and 
desirous of contributing to that 
tranquility and union on which 
pet prosperlty 

much depend, we cannot 


its manence and 
vi rs 
forbear expressin ‘ourrecret, that 
any measu&©res should be proposed 
which havea tendency, by abridg. 
ing our liberty as Protestant Dis. 
senters, and restraining the exer. 
cise of social worship among those 
with whom we are connected, to 
excite dissatisfaction and discon. 


tent at the present interesting 
crisis: and, more especially ita 


time when we had reason to bope 
that our liberty would have been 
enlarged, instead of being re- 
strained ; though we are peaceably 
waiting tor the period in which 
this bappy event shall take place, 


~ 


MONTHLY 


O 
The Christian’s Survey 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY is such 
a blessing, that every attack upon 
it must excite in the serious mind 
considerable alarm. Imperfectly 
as it is enjoyed in England, we 
have seen the good effects of it; 
and we may be grateful, that un. 
der the shelter ef the Act of To. 
leration, we have lived in a toler. 
able Gegree ol security from the 
lury of bigotry and the attacks of 
priestcrait, ‘The nations on the 


RETROSPECT OF 
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and penal laws no longer have 
any operation in the province of 
religion, 

IV. That the Bill now intro. 
duced into the House of Lords, 
appears to us inconsistent with the 
unmolested liberty which we have 
long thankfully enjoyed 5 repug. 
nant to our principles and profes. 
sion, as Protestant Dissenters who 
disavow the authority of the civil 
magistrate in the province of 1% 
ligion; and imposing restrictions 
which will be, in various respects, 
injurious and oppressive. 

V. ‘That it is our duty. on our 
own behalf and on behalf of our 
brethren, as well as with a view 
to the cause of religious liberty in 
general, to make every constitu. 
tional effort in our power for pre. 
venting tnis Bill from passing into 
a law; and that, for this purpose, 
a petition be presented by this 
body to the House of Peers. 

P.S. The general body, con. 
sists of niuety-three ministers, of 
the various denominations, and 
of these eighty signed thie Petition, 


a 
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of the Political World. 


continent are gone beyond us upon 
this subject. They bave seen the 
folly of religious persecution, and 
now allow tu every man the right 
of worshipping God according to 
the dictates of his own conscience, 
and thus one branch of discord 8 
removed. An intimation of aa 
interferenee with the present state 
of religion turned the attention of 
Dissenters to the subject, and their 
deputies were watchful over evely 








































proceeding. Lorp SipMouTit 
brought his crude notions imto 
parliament, and obtained leave, 
though he was resisted with great 
energy by Lords HoLttanp and 
Sranuore, to bring in a bill de. 
signed, as the deputies of the three 
denominations term it, to abridge 
our religious liberty. ‘The depu. 
ties had a mecting upon the sub. 
ject, and entered into very judici- 
ous resolutions, which they pub. 
lished, and agreed to petition the 
legislature against the bill. ‘Their 
resolutions purport, that the free. 
dom of public assemblies for reli. 
gious worship and instruction, un- 
der such teachers, as men shall 
choose for themselves, is an inali- 
enable right, and in its peaceable 
exercise to be protected by the 
civil magistrate. It has been re. 
cognized in the Toleration Act, 
and its abridgement is designed 
by the present bill, whose tenden- 
cy is to deprive the lower classes 
of the community of those oppor- 
tunities, which they have enjoyed 
to attend public worship and reli- 
gious instruction under teachers 
of their own choice. 

This act of the deputies shews, 
that they were at their posts, and 
watchful of every attempt against 
the rights of the bodies, which 
they represent; but, since the 
formation of this delegated trust, 
anew body of Dissenters has arisen 
offar greater importance and far 
more numerous. They go under 
the general name ot Methodists, 
and to their efforts it is chietly 
owing, that our poorer christian 


brethren receive the benefits of 


religious instruction. What great. 
er praise can be given? ** ‘To the 
poor the gospel is preached,” are 
the words of our holy Master, and 
to that test we would bring every 
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! Is your 
instructions your institution, for 
the benefit of the rich or poor? 
Differing as we do from the Me. 
thodists in several points of doc. 
trine, we do most heartily applaud 
their zeal, and in general their 
method 5; and it gave us the sin. 
cerest satisfaction and pleasure to 
see that the attempt of Lorp 
StpmMoutan had called forth the 
energy Of this respectable body of 
serious friends to religious liberty. 
‘They had a very large meeting, 
comprehending members of other 
denominations, in which a petiti- 
on was agreed upon to the House 
of Lords, and a committee was 
appointed to conduct the measure, 
Several resolutions were directed 
to be communicated to the coms 
mittee for guarding the privileges 
of the Methodists, and tothe de. 
puties of the three denominations, 

The resolutions state, that thete 
are at least two millions of Pro- 
testant Dissenters in the kingdom 
of England and Wales, not infe. 
rior to any of their fellow subjects 
in fervent love to their country, 
or ardent loyalty to their sovereign ; 
that though they considered the 
right to worship God, according 
to individual judgment, as an in. 
alienable right, yet they had lived 
satisfied under the Act of !olera. 
tion, which they have perceived 
with extreme regret is attempted 
to be violated by a bill, introduced 
by Lorp SipmMoutn, of which 
the foundation is incorrect, and 
the introduction 1s not justified by 
any necessity, but will be highly 
injurious to the country if passed 
into a law; that disregarding all 
doctrinal and ritual distinctions, 
they will cooperate in every legi- 
timate effect to prevent the bill 
from passing into a law, and op. 


religious community. 
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pose the smallest diminution of the 
Act of Toleration; aod encou. 


raged by the noble declaration of 


the Prince Regent, that he will 
deliver the constitution unaltered 
to his tather, they trust that the 
proposed innovation will never 
obtain the sanction of his high au. 
thority. 

These resolutions do not scem 
to have at all aflected Lorp Sip. 
mourn, and the second reading 
of the bill came on the 17th, when 
EakL STANHOPE Intreated that 
a bill of such importance might 
not be hurried through the house. 
It professed to state the law re- 
specting toleration, but there was 
in it a proposition contrary to the 
law of the land. Eann Grey 
also, desired time to be given for 
the petitioners in so important a 
measure, a measure which under 
all the circumstances of the times 
had been better avoided altogether. 
Lory SipMouTH consented, that 
the bill should be read a second 
time on the following Tuesday. 
Fart GROSVENOR conceived the 
general tendency of the bill to be 
useful, though some clauses in it 
might require amendment. Lero 
Sipmoutu declared the object 
of the bill to be the strengthening 
of that respect, in which religion 
ought always to be held, and not 
the infringement of toleration. 

The bill was deferred to tlie 
Tuesday, and on that daythe table 
and floor of the House of Lords 
presented asight by no means agree. 
able to the agitator of this questi. 
on. Earls Stannorpe, Grey, 
Moira, Lauperpa.e, Ross. 
LYN, Lords Erskine, and Hot- 
LAND and the Marquis of Lans. 
DOWNE presented each numerous 
petitions from all parts of England 
within a sufficient distance from 


London, and the Earl of Liver. 
Poot threw a damper on th 
question, before its came on to be 
argued by stating, that the tolera. 
tion laws were matters, on which 
he thought that the legislature 
should not touch, unless it were 
from causes of paramount neces. 
sity; and he could sce no such 
cause at present, but so much 
disquietude occasioned by the bill, 
that he hoped it would not be 
pressed farther. Lord SipmMovutn 
was not however to be put by, as 
he had been encouraged he said to 
this act of his by the opinions of 
respectable persons, of magistrates 
and judges: he intended to do no- 
thing, but what was with a view 
to secure the toleration of Protest: 
ant Dissenters, as well as to sup. 
port the church of England, of 
which he gloried in being a men. 
ber. He was surprised, that the 
dissenters should think his motion 
inconsistent with the wise and just 
enactments of the toleration laws. 
He could not allow, that the legis. 
lature had not a right to interfere 
with persons taking upon them- 
selves the office of teachers, though 
he thought laws would be intoler- 
ant, which limited religious doc. 
trines. The ARcHBISHOP Ol 
Canterbury eleclared lis ab- 
horrence of every species of reli. 
gious persecution, and considered 
religious coercion to be not only 
absurd and impoiitic, but for 
all good purposes impracticable. 
The number of the petitions in 
the House, shewed the alarm that 
the Bill had excited amongst the 
dissenters, against whose consent 
he thought it ought not to be 
pressed. Lorp ERSKINE COM 
tended that the Bill was repuge 
nant to the letter and spirit of the 
Toleration Act, the great palladium 
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of religious liberty, which was 
not to be narrowed, because Cer- 
tain exemptions from military 
service were to be narrowed: and 
and be moved, that the Bill be 
read a second time that day six 
The Lorp CHANCELLOR 
Bill te be well in. 
tended, but, under the present 1 
circumstances, not advisable. 
Lorp Hontanp declared hime 
self to be an enemy, @ most de- 
cided, principled, and resolved 
enemy, to restraints on religious 
freedom. Every man has a na- 
tural right to choose his mode 
of religious teaching, and to in- 
terpret the scriptures after his own 
manner. They are a largesse to 
the whole world, not restrained 
to the disciples or the discipline 
ofa peculiar church. The part 
of the Bill which went to force 
the dissenting ministers to be 
moral, after the fashion of the 
noble Lord, was new, offensive, 
and tyrannical. He would manu- 
facture them into precisely such 
men, as he would wish to have 
preaching to himself: but this 
Was not the species of preaching 
the dissenters chose, nor would 
they consent to have them so res 
Cognized by particular signatures 
and the approbation of a bench 
of justices. The noble Lord stated, 
that he had conversed with many, 
and had not found one respectable 
dissenter, who did not express the 
Most unqualified abhorrence of 
very point of the bill. It was at 
Variance with the original ideas 
thrown out, and with all that he 
had ever learnt to revere as the 
genuine principles of religious li- 
berty. 

Eart Srannore expressed 
bis joy at the appearance of that 
day, at the immense quantity of 
peulions against this wretched bill. 


months. 
thought the 
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He saw in them a proof, that 
there was a public, a public opin. 
ion, and a public spirit. He 
defied all the lawyers in the world 
to prove that this wretched bill 
was consistent with our laws and 
constitution. He hated the name 
of toleration: it was a beg arly, 

narrow, worthless word, He hated 
it, because he loved liberty. Few 
men had read so much’ of our 
statutes on religion as he had done, 
and most of them were disgusting, 
foolish and wretched. The best 
of them was thet of Edward the 
Sixth, which abolished the whole 
set of religious statutes before it. 
Iie had made some attempts at 
removing obnoxious persecuting 
acts in the last session, and he 
now gave notice that he would do 
the same thing this session, and 
every other session, and would ex. 
tend his motions to the repeal of all 
and every Act of religious oppres- 
sion. Lornp BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
thought that the bill might be 
made palatable in the committee, 
but would not press it upon the 
House. EarRL GREY strenuously 
resisted it. Lorp Sipmoura 
professed himself not to be dismay. 
ed by the opposition to his bill, 

from bringing forward, at a fu. 
ture opportunity, such measures 
as his duty suggested. Lorp 
ERSKINE’s motion was then put 
and passed without a division ; so 
the poor bill may be said to have 
received a mortal blow, and to 
have been buried in the best pos- 
sible manner. 

Thus ended one of the most in. 
sidious attempts against religious 
liberty, that has appeared for some 
time. We give the mover fall 
credit for not seeing it inthe light 
we do; but this dues pot alter the 
nature of the scheme, and we 
would by no means recommend to 
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the opposers of the bill to imagine 
that their triumph is complete. 
They must keep their eye on the 
proceedings in parliament. It 1s 
by means of some petty evil, that 
strikes every one, that great injury 
mav be done to the fabric of reli. 
gious liberty, which cannot be se. 
cure, till all who name the name 
of Christ are perice tly convinced 
that every attempt to exercise do. 
minion over those of a different 
persuasion is directly repugnant 
to the whole government of our 
Lord and Master. 

The Committee, had 
ably conducted the resistance to 
this bill, presented a report of their 
proceedings at a gencral mecting 
on the 24th, and it was a source 
of great satisfaction to see such a 
number assembled, of very difier. 
ent religious persuasions, concur. 
ring in their thanks to the instru. 
ments under providence, by whom 
this attempt against our liberty had 
been bafiled. One circumstance 
occurred, which will, we trust, 
put dissenters under their guard 
in a future attempt of this kind. 
Loro SipmouTHu avered that he 
had received encouragement from 
some of them, and it came out 
that he had really had communi. 
cations with with several dissenters. 
Such communications are very 
dangerous. On no account should 
we go into the camp of the ene. 
my, and we trust that his Lord. 
ship is mistaken in supposing that 
any modification would have satis- 
fied the gentlemen with whom he 
conversed, Butif any one has been 
so unguarded as to give such a 
hope to Lorp SipmoutH, we 
must assure him that the para. 
mount sentiment of the great body 
of dissenters was and is, that the 
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Bill, in its preamble, clauses, and 
every part, is cflensive to them, and 
that they cannot enter into any 
compromise uponsuch anoccasion, 
Several important debates took 
place in the House of Ci mmons, 
and facts came out in them thatare 
little attended to. Leave was given 
to bring iv a bill for an exchange 
of the English and Irish militia, 
in whic ly the awcavahiagces were duly 
appreciated of a better acquaint. 
ance between the two countries; 
but a proper question was asked, 
whether the Roman Catholic sol. 
diers would be allowed the free 
exercise of their religion when jn 
England ; and it was suggested 
that this was the time to put @ 
end to all religious distinctions, 
by whick the whole force of the 
empire might be more disposeable 
to its best defence. Str J. Cox 
Hirresitry enforced this d 
mand, stating that though general 
orders had been issued not to fe 
strict the Cath lic soldiers in thetr 
worship, they were but partially 
adhered to; for though they were 
permitted to attend their chapels, 
yet they were often marched afters 
wards to an established church. 
A fact of a very extraordinary Na 
ture was advanced by him ¢ name 
ly, that out of three thousand re 
cruits sent to the depét at the isle 
of Wight, only one hundred and 
sixty belonged to the established 
church. The CHanceLior o 
the Excuregver maintained that 
the [Irish Militia, when ™ 
this country, would still be the 
Irish militia, and therefore woul 
be by law entitled.to the exelpe 
tions and privileges which they 
in Ireland. With this off-b 
opinion, Mr. WirBREAD we 
not satisfied : he wished that ° 











the law-officers of the crown to be 
taken, that the house might know 
where it stood. If there is any 
doubt with respect to the law, it 
ought to be removed. Sir Joun 
Newport was of the same opi- 
nion, and he thought that the ex. 
emptions of the Irish Catholics 
ought to be provided for by an 
enactment in the bill; and Coto. 
WEL BasTARD Conceived it to be 
a great hardship to place a Mili. 
tia officer in a situation, where he 
must alter his engagement, or 
subject himself to the odium of 
government. Leave was given to 

bring in the bill, in which it re. 

mains to be seen how far toleration 

will go ; but we may observe, that 

the state of the established church 

must not be taken from the depét 

of the Isle of Wight, which would 

make the number of its members 

only about a twentieth part of the 

population of the empire, when it 

is really nearer to a third than to 

that number. 

Leave was given to bring in a 
bill for public education in Ire- 
land, and the idea seemed to meet 
with general approbation. A his- 
tory of the steps that had hitherto, 
but ineffectually, been taken, was 
given; and a remarkable circum. 
stance was stated, that every cler- 
gyman, before he can be inducted 
toa living in Ireland, must take 
an oath that he either does keep 
& school, or will keep oné in the 
town in which he lives; yet not 
@ single clergyman did’ keep a 
school in conformity with this 
oo, considered himself as 

rom its penalty, by givi 
forty shillings ‘s m4 a seals 
small sum, to a schoolmaster to 
educate the poor. To remedy this 


evil, the bill proposed the ap- 
VOL. ¥I. Ps 
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pointment of persons to superin- 
tend education, to make visi- 
tations, and to see its regulations 
carried into effect. We cannot 
but highly approve the project, 
and if a similar superintendency 
were established in England, the 
state of many of our public schools 
would be much improved. 

Long debates occupicd the house 
for several days on the Report of 
the Bullion Committee: and such 
a difference of opinion prevailed 
as seemed to be impossible on such 
a subject. But prices of bullion, 
balances of trade, and exchanges, 
may be talked of for ever; and it 
may be averred by some strange 
subterfuge or another, that bank. 
notes retain, at the present mo. 
ment, their relative value to coin, 
that they did before the Bank 
stopped payment. But it is im- 
possible that a house under a <3 
page of payment can be in the 
same flourishing situation as it 
was before. During the suspen. 
sion of payments a cloud must 
hang over it, and that can be dis- 
pelled only by paying twenty shil- 
lings in the pound. A promise to 
perform can never be so valuable 
as the performance ; and the fact 
appears in the value set by every 
man upon a guinea when he can 
get it; for who is there that will 
part with one, if he has a pound 
note and a shilling at the same 
time inhis pocket? The report of 
the Bullion Committee was how. 
ever thrown out, and no time is 
assigned for the Bank to resume 
its payments. 

ur account of the House must 
make us concise upon other sub- 
The famous question of 
Sin F. Borpetr inst the 
Speaker has been decided against the 
> 








3i4 
furmer by the upanimous opinion 
of the judges; but their opinion 
is not infallible ; nor will the great 
body of addressers to Sir F. Bur- 
dett, when in the Tower, acqui- 
esce in this opinion, For ourselves 
wecan only say, that ifitisthe law 
it is high time that the law should 
be altered ; for we do not see the 
least propriety in apy body of 
men being judges, Jury, and exe- 
cutioners ip their own cause. ‘The 
great quesuon of Reform in Par- 
lament has been, taken up, by a 
large body of gentlemen from va- 
rious parts of England, who have 
had several meetings on the sub. 
ject, and have applied to the 
Lord Mayor for the use of Guild- 
hall for a general meeting. This 
application produced a debate and, 
division in the Common Council, 
where the request. was carried, by 
a very great majority in its fa, 
vour. If the advocates. for civil 
liberty had possessed the energy 
lately displayed by the friends of 
religious liberty, this. question 
would long ago have been at rest : 
for, the strange state of representa. 
tion in, the House of Commons 
could not have maintained. itself 
one day against, the decisive voice 
of the people, manifested in simi. 
lar petitions ty the Lords and Com. 
ragns. 

The Kixo’s, situation has been 
much improved ; but we should 
he sarry,to,hqld out.delusive hopes 
to the public. We must. wait in 
paticnee for, the report, of the 
Council, which will nopact rashly 
upon such an occasion, It, must 
be & sausiagtion to every ane, that 
his Majesty can take his daily, rides, 
wath, hig, family, but the cares of 
government might oppress. big, 

pay. he, and “alee 
that the burden may be safely con-. 
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filed to him who has so no 
undertaken it, and conducts him- 
self with so much prudence in. g 
difficult and unparalleled a, sj, 
tuation, 

We are, at this moment, ina 
state of anxious doubt on the af, 
fairs of PokruGaL, which wilh 
be relieved before this appran, 
If the news is true, the Freneh 
have received a defeat, which wit 
free us from any alarm for the 
state of Portugal. Lord Weng. 
INGTON had gone to the sou 
hut was recalled back by the re. 
turn of the French in great force 
from the frontiers of Spain, and 
the protection of Almeida was 
evidently their object. - In, what 
manner, @ battle was brought on 
does not sufficiently appear, bus 
the accounts.are, that it continued 
three days, and, the, French were 
completely routed, and compelled 
to quit Portugal and to take the 
rout to Salamanca, pursued by 
our army. Almeida was, nd, 
however, taken, but it must fall, 
und we may be expected to,cary 
the war into Spain, where, by 
good ev-vperation, on the partob 
the Spaniards, we may. reduce 
Massena to submit to. similar 
terms (o those at, Geran@. 

We do net, however, know 
enough of Spain. to augur s® 
very favourably, on the result of 
the campaign. War continues, 
in all its horrors, in. this unbappy 
country, andythere is. no prospect 
of its termination. Much remains 
to be sufiered before. either party 
has obtained a decisive superiomtp 
The Cortez has.entered into some 
spirited resolutions, abolishing the 
Use Of torture and mapy a 
practices, respecting their crim 
inal:praceedings, which disgrace? 
the old government. ‘Their-jur- 








diction fs confined, however, with. 
in very Harrow limits, ahd they 
cannot expect that much deference 
will be paid to their laws by their 
colonies, They should, at the 
beginnin’, have manitested a bet- 
ter spirit for genuine liberty, and 
shewn the people how much better 
they would be under the renovated 
government ofa Bourbon than that 
of a Napoleon. Spanish America 
seems, however, to be dissevered 
from the mother country. The dis- 
union is complete only in Buenos 
Ayres and the Carraccas ; butasi- 
milar disposition has been strongly 
mahifested in every other province. 
The Unitep Sraregs continue 
as they were, and, happily, there 
is, aS yet, no prospect of war be- 
twecn us and that country. ‘The 
emperor of the French continues 
his warfare against trade, and with 
daily success. He seems likely to 
earry lis point completely, and he 
will introduce a gteater degree of 
Internal trade and manufacture 
than either France or Germany 
have hitherto ever experienced. 
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He prides hinvelf much on the 
superiority over olir coufitry, for 
silver is as plentiful there as paper 
is here. Some serange desig is 
intimated to be on foot agaitite 
Prussia. The sovereigh is sunk 
too low for us to be surpised at 
any enterprise, though we should 
be so at his resistance to any thing. 

Of the war in AFRICA We hear 
nothing, and people are little 


interested whether Tdms or 
Algicrs gets the better. Very 


little more interest is excited by 
the war between the Russians and 
Turks, of which the accounts ate 
little to be depended on. The 
latter, however, scemn to be gain- 
ing some ascendancy in its southern 
territories, for 2 thousand Mame- 
lucs are said to have lost their 
lives ina massacre at Cairo against 
which they ought to have been 
upon their guard, So it is ; Chris. 
tians and Mahonietans go on in 
their business of blood, and will 
go on till the truths of the gospe! 
are ucknowledged and practice: 
by the former of these parties, 
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a tribute of respect to an enlightened 
2 e t authoress, happily, still living, 
whé6 might justly share with Watts the 

se of having “ provided instruction 
or those who are lisping their first les- 
sons.” 

The titles of Mrs. T’s principal pub- 
lications which followed the Introduc- 
tion, will point out the important objects 
of her attention, the first, especially will 
serve to explain her theological opinions. 

“ Sacred History, selected from the 
Scriptures, with Annotations and Reflec 
tions, suited to the Comprehension of 
Young Minds.’’ 1782, &c. In the Pre- 
face to this work, which she carried 
through six successive volumes, Mrs. T. 
approves the objections to the indiscrim- 
inate use of the scriptures, offered by 
Locke and Watts in their treatises of 
education; which indiscriminate use is 
however sanctioned by the English Lit- 
urgy. Yet though eur authoress would 
not impose upon children the whole church 
she would allow them nothing but the 
church, “ It scems tome,” she observes 
* highly necessary that a book, profess- 
edly published for schools, should con- 
tain nothing contrary to the doctrines ef 
the national religion.” Mrs. 'T. has, in 
these volumes, recorded her opinions 
upon two or three questions raised out 

f the ak ym“ and much fe ya 
She appears to have supposed that 
tha, the conquerin tsreclitish chiel?, > 
signed to express his gratitude to God by 
ering a human sacrifice, and she even 
doubts after all that has been written on 
the subject, whether his daughter were 
not really immolated on the occasion. She 
advocates the character of David, instead 
of referring the title, so much disputed 
in his case, merely to his divine desig- 
nation to i t purposes of provi- 
dence, on which account he might be 
termed 4 man after God's own beart, as 
Cyrus is described as bis anointed, a soldier, 
but certainly no more a saint than the 
king of Isracl. In this part of her work 
on the Old Testament, a periodical critic 
observes, that the authoress “ has taken 
great pains in connecting the sacred and 
profane histery and af thrown cone 
‘siderable light on both as well as on the 


ay coer relating to them.” 
dvancing to the New Testament, 


Mrs. T. 8 every where a most 
obedient and acquiescing daughter of the 
oe in commenting on 
the story of the magi, she is so unob- 
servant of the customary extravagance of 
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Asiatic, and even ef European homage 
as to conclude that “ it is reasonable to 
sup that the wise men our 
Saviour asa divine being.” Wes 

that this lady had taken her ideas.on 
this point, from those artists who have 
adorned the Scripture History, and who 
represent the i:ifant Jesus as encircled 
with a glory, to distinguish him from 
other babes. Surely the glory of our 
Master consisted in something very dif. 
ferent, in doing and suffering the will of 
him that sent him. 

In the suceeding years, Mrs. T. dili- 
gently employed her pen. She published, 
‘* Fabulous Histories, designed for the 
Instruction of Children respecting their 
Treatment of Animals,” a work, the 
tendency and execution of which has 
been much commended. This wis 
followed by ‘* Exemplary Tales,” and 
several works of clementary insteuction, 
for children of Sunday and other schools, 
including ‘*‘ A Commentary on Doctor 
Watts’s Divine Songs, to illustrate the 
Doctrines and Precepts to which they 
refer.” 

In 1792, appeared her “ Reflections, 
on the Education of Children in Charity 
Schools.” In the preface to the “ Sacred 
History,” in 1780, the authoress had 
supposed that there were “ passages of 
scripture beyond the comprehension of 
children,” and had remarked the injury 
of their being familiar with words“ with 
out having proper ideas annexed to 
them.” Now, however, Mrs. T. asserts, 
from her own experience, that it “ 1s a8 
practicable to teach children every pomt 
of Christian doctrine, as the plainest 
moral precepts of the Old and New Tes 
tament ;” always comprehending in her 
notion of Christian doctrine, the entwre 
system of creeds and articles, adc 
by the church of England. Thiso 
concerning the of in 
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logical digestion, Mrs. T. by 
the cuthonity of that distinguished cham- 
ae of the church, the late Bishop 

otsley. Yet that very prelate 
may have been mi as to the 
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daaghter of the church, unlike _ of 
herlearnedsons, can discover no mistakes, 
defects or redundancies. ; 

The publications of Mrs. Trimmer 
had almost entirely grown out of her at- 
tentions to the instruction of a numer- 
ous family, for in the maternal charac- 
ter, she appears to have been exemplary. 
Our authoress now adventured further 
even to discuss the subject of national 
education, with a great authority upon 
that question. In 1805 appeared this 
her last publication: “ A Comparative 
View of the New Plan of Education 
promulgazed by Mr. Jose h Lancaster, 
in his Tracts concerning the Instruction 
of the Labouring Part of the Commu- 
nity; and of the System of Christian 
Education, Founded by our pious Fore- 
fathers, for the Initiation of the Young 
Members of the Established Church in 
the Principles of the Reformed Reli- 

ion.” 
This comprehensive title sufficiently 
points out Mrs. T’s. objection to the pian 
of Mr. Lancaster, as unnecessary. She 
appears to have supposed thae an Act of 
Parliament, to make the multitude wise 
and good, would be as efficient as one to 
gmake them pay their taxes. Hence Mr. 
L. and his Aad are to be discarded, be- 
canse there is inthe Act of uniformity, a 
clause enacting the education of the poor. 
To this it has been well answered—*“ if 
there are millions of Englishmen who 
4annot spell their own names, or read a 
sign-post, which bids them turn to the 
right or left, is it any answer to this de- 
le ignorance to say, there is an act 
of Parliament for public instruction ? to 
thew the very line and chapter where 
the king, lords, and commons, in Parlia- 
Ment assembled, ordain the universality 
of reading and writing, when centuries 
the ploug is no more 
capable of the one or the other, than 
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serious persons 

the society commonly called Metlio- 
dists, amongst. whom in. the course of 
two years, he became a public instruc* 
tor. It was to.that branch.of'this 
mination which is called the New 
nection, that he attached himself; 
he fulfilled the duties of a 
that diligence, ability and 
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Reviewers, have singled out this lady 
for the easy task of exploring her argu- 
ments, and, perhaps, not unwilling to 
display their eminent skill in breaking a 
bu upouthewheel, “em they 
scribe their review of this work as “ milk 
and mildness,” an opinion, we appre- 
hend, peculiar to themselves. We know 
not, indeed, what inquisitorial tortures 
‘were in reserve, Having hardly acquit- 
ted Mrs. T. of high-church h isy, 
these censors add, “ if we cou 

ourselves that such were the real view 
of Mrs, Trimmer, and that she were 
capable of such baseness, we would have 
drawn blood from her at line, and 
left her in a state of martyrdom, more 
piteous than that of St. Uba,” (E.R, ix. 
180.) Such was this lady's narrow es- 
cape, for having published the “ Com- 
parative View ;" a deed which we are 
rather disposed to excuse as one of those 


instances of defective judgment, in ad- 
vanced age, which a poet has denomin- 
ated, “ grand climacterical absurdities.” 
Mrs. Trimmer was peculiarly favoured 
in ~ Rageeciug sg of si dissolution. 
“ Whilst sitting in her chair, sin 
the letters of a » Fraalbsa friend, Soa cal 
as it were, into a 1 slumber.” 
She was buried at Kaling, and a funeral 
sermon preached on the occasion of her 
death by Mr. Haverfield, at the church 
of New Brentford. 1,0.U. 


Died at Whitworth, on the day on 
which he had completed his thirty-se- 
cond year, Mr. JOHN HEWITT, Mer- 
chant, of Shefheld. He was aman of 
distinguished piety and virtue; and as 
a husband, a father and a friend, hig 
memory will ever be held most dear by 
his surviving family and by all who 
were acquainted with the excellence of 
his disposition and the sterling worth 
of his character. He was born at Note 
ton in the county of Derby, on the roth 


of Feb, 1779. At avery early age, his 
mind acquired a religious cast, and he 
had not passed: his 1 » before he 


became intimately acquainted with some 
who were members of 
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excited the admiration and esteem of 
the different societies to which he was 
introduced. ® 
In the course of a few years his reli- 
gicus opinions underwent a considetable 
change; and as sincerity was a marked 
feature in his character, he faithfully 
and publicly declared it, and connected 
himself with the Independents. The 
works of that great man M. Saurin, 
contributed much towards this altera- 
tion in his sentiments, which was in fa- 
vour of Calvinism, and embracing this 
system of faith in its moderate sense, he 
became a preacher of it to a congrega- 
tion at or near Peniston, in Yorkshire.— 
But having determined on account of 
the delicacy of his constitution and for 
other reasons which satisfied his own 
mind, to relinquish the profession of a 
minister, he prepared himself for com- 
mercial life, and entered into business 
in the town of Shefhield. Here he con- 
tmued his connection with the Indepen- 
dents, and was highly esteemed amongst 
them. But his natural turn for reading 
and theological inquiry, as it brought 
him more and more into connection 
with men of learning and liberality, as 
well as books, and into contact with 
every thing that was most congenial 
with his natural disposition, led him 
fairly and closely to examine the prin- 
ciples ofthat sect which is © évery where 
spoken against,” because, rejecting both 
the jargon and the damnatory clauses of 
the Athanasian creed, that creed which 
Archbishop Tillotson wished the church 
well rid ct! it can admit of the doctrine 
of God’s unity but in ote, and that an 
absolute and undivided sense, while it 
presumes not to ** judge a brother, or 
to set at nought a brother” on account 
of his religious faith, be it what it may, 
knowing that “ every man, as a Chris- 
tian and a Protestant, must be persuad- 
ed in his own mind,” and will be “ re- 
warded according to his works.” The 
consequence was, a firm conviction of 
the truth, and the importance of thesc 
principles, and a determination to pro- 
fess and to avow them. For this reason 
he declined all further attendance upon 
Athanasian forms of worship, feeling it 
to be life eternal to know Jehovah as 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent.” John xvii. 3. At 
the same time he wus fully convinced 
that to Jesus was given the spirit with- 


out measure—* that God dwelled i, 
Christ and Christ in God,” as all seri. 
ous Unitarians believe, and that. the ip. 
dwelling scheme of Dr. Watts, or that 
of Sabellius (its Father) are but Unita. 
rianism in disguise The writer of thic 
biographical sketch has often heard Mr. 
Hewitt speak in terms of the highesr 
animation and gratitude of the kindness 
of that providence which threw aside the 
veil of prejudice, which for » any years 
had shut him out from all knowledge 
of Unitarian principles, and which led 
him to an acquaintance wih the works 
of the most celebrated Unitariin writers 
—such as Dr. Lardner and othets, as well 
as With many persons now liv ng, who 
embracethe same opinions, ancdon whose 
hearts hits memory is most decply engavén, 
It never will be forgotton by these 
friends of christian truth and liberality, 
that before he became an Unitaricn 
himeelf, and while he remained among 
the Calvinists, such was the caf- 
dour and benevolence of his mind, a 
candour excited by what he heard and 
saw, that he regarded with sorrow and 
with shame, the popish and the pers- 
cuting spirit of those who are resolved 
at any rate to confound those Christians 
who beli¢ve in the simple unity of the 
creat God, with Socinians, Deists and 
Atheists,* that they may bring down 
odium upon the dead and the living ot 
a class of Christians, than whom more 
firm believers in Christ, and more able 
and successful defenders of our common 
faith, have never existed. Indeed there 
efforts, and this spirit of Bigotry, 
whether the offspring of ignorance Or ot 
a pitiful and malicious envy, were the 
means of exciting in the mind of Mr. 
Hewitt an increasing ardor in his religi- 
ous inquiries, the result of which we 
have already stated. He died after 4 long 
protracted and painful illness, which he 
bore throughout, with an almost ufer 
ampled fortitude and piety of mind, 
leaving behind him two children and & 
mourning widow, with his survrvins 
ret most deeply to feel and lament 
8 


loss. 
Quis desiderio sit pudor aut a 
T chari *_* 7 » 
am 1 tapitis AMICUS. 
ain : ed 





* Vide the account of A. G. Esq,ia 
the Obituary of the Evangelical Mag 
zine, far Nov. 1807, signed Frouino® 
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The QUARTERLY MEETING of 
PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS, in 
the distuct of MANCHESTER, was 
held at Bury, 1 the chapel of the 
Rev. Mr. Alla:d, on Good Friday, April 
12,1811. The service was imtroduced 
by the Rev. Mr. Davies, and the ser- 
mon preached by the Rev. James 
Hawkes) The Rev. Mr. Grundy was 
chosen Mr. Davies’s supporter at the 
next meeting, which is to he at Hyde. 
Fifteen lay gentlemen and fourteen mi- 
nisters dined together. The oply senti- 
ment given from the chair was, * Reli- 
gious liberty all over the world.” 

Manchester, May 12,1811. W.J. 





RESOLUTIONS agreed to by several 
Ministers, resident in Lancashire and 
Cheshire. — 

J, That the establishment of a Saciety, 
in this extensive and populous district, 
for the circulation of. ‘Tracts favourable 
to the cause of genuine Christianity, and 
the practice of virtue, would be produc- 
tive of the most beneficial effects, 

I], That such a society be established 
under the denomination of the Manches- 
tee Unitarian Tract Society; the term 
Unitarian being. understeod to denote, 
the worshippers, of the One God, the 
Father, only. 

Ill, That each member: shall pay the 
sum of five shillings on his. admission, 
and shall receive an allotment:of books 
in proportion to the amount of his an- 
nual subscription. A subscriber of ten 
shillings per annum, shall receive an al- 
lotment to such an amount as the com- 
mittee meeting in June, shall adjudge 
to him, A subscriberof twenty shillings 
per annum, shall be entitled to double 
the amount; and a subscriber of five 
shillings to half the amount; below 
which no subscriptions are admissible. 
A substriber of five pounds at-any one 
tume, shall be considered a member for 
lifes and entitled to the same allotment 
as@n-annual subscriber of ter shillings. 

> That a general annual mecting 
*f the subscribers shall be holden in 
Crose-Street Chapel-Room, Manchester, 
n the day after the Christmas Quarter- 
ly meeting of Presbyterian Ministers. 

V. That al! the ministers who are 
Subscribers to the society, and one 


member of each congregation, shall con. 
stitute a Committee. 

VI That the committee shall always 
meet on the day after the annual pro- 
\incial meeting of ministers, and at other 
times when it may appear expedient to 
the secretary and two other members to 
call them together. 

Vil. That ten of the committee pre- 
sent at the anaual-meeting, and six at 
any other meeting, exclusive of the 
Secretary, shall be competent to the 
transaction of the business of the So- 
ciety. 

VIII. That the subscriptions be con- 
sidered as commencing on the rst of 
January in each year, and be paid into 
the hands of the secretary, before the 
orders for books are complied with. 
Ministers are requested to collect the 
subscriptions, of the inembers in their 
respective congregations, All orders tor 
the secretary must be post paid. 

IX, Every member may at any time 
purchase any number of Tracts, at 
the price marked in the society's Catas 
logue, byapplying to the secretary, and 
paying ham the money when the order 
is given. 

X. That a list of the members, and a 
catalogue of the books with their prices, 
shall be annually printed in as: c 
a form as possible, and senttaevery sub- 
scriber. 

XI. That these resolutions be printed, 
and a copy sent to cach associated Pres, 
byterian minister in this. district, res 
questing his union with the Society, ands 
his exertions in his own congregation. 
to procure subscribers and friends to the 
institution. 

XIE ‘That John Grundy, Ardwick 
Green, Manchester, be appointed Trea- 
surer and Secretary to the society for 
the present year, 1811. 

Apr 6, 18st. 
~ NOTICES. 

The ANNUAL ASSOCIATION of 
UNITARIAN MINISTERS: in Lin- 
colnshire; Cambri hirey and the ad+ 
joining counties, will bo-held at Souam, 
im Cambridgeshire, on ye and* 
Thursday, the 17th and18th of July. 


Further Particulars in our nex 


THE SOUTHERN UNITARIAN 
SOCIETY will hold its next Annual 
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Meeting at Portsmouth, on the 26th 
of he the sermon in the morning 
will be preached by the Rev. Tuomas 
Rees. 





The Annual Meeting of the Subscrib- 
ers and Friends to the UNITARIAN 
FUND will be holden on Wednesday, 
the sth of June. [Forthe Particulars sec 
Wrapper, last page] Subscribers not 
having paid their subscriptions for the 
present year, are earnestly requested to 
transmit them without delay to the Trea- 
surer, John Christie, Esq. 52, Mark 
Lane. 





The ANNUAL MEETING of MI- 
NISTERS of the PRESBYTERIAN 


denomination in the Counties of Notting. 
ham, Derby, and the South part of 
Yorkshire, will be he!d at Dersy, on 
the last Wednesday in June. The Rey, 
Mr. Townsend, of Elland, is appointed 
to preach in the morning, and Mr. White- 
legg, (lately of Fulwood, near Shefheld, 
now residing at Platt, near Manchester,) 
in the evening. ‘The former service to 
begin at half past 10 o'clock, and the lat. 
ter at seven. 





THE ASSEMBLY of the GENF. 
RAL BAPTISTS for 1811, will be held 
as usual on Tuesday, June the 4th, at 


Worship Street; when the Rev, J. 


Evans will preach on the occasion, 





SELECT LIST OF BOOKS FOR MAY, 1811. 


Sermons, by the Rev. Thomas Jer- 
via, 8v0. 10s. 6d. 

Essays on Man; delincating his intel- 
lectual and moral Qualities. 1. On the 
Acquisition of Self-knowledge. 2. On 
the Elements of Human Nature. 3 On 
the Symptoms of Intellectual Degenera- 
cy. 4. Onthe Characteristics of Perso- 
” Honour. By Thomas Finch, 12mo. 


Juvenile Correspondence ; or, Letters ; 
designed as Examples of the Epistolary 
Style, for Children of beth sexes. 
Lucy Aikin. 2s. 6d. half-bound. 

Scripture Characters; in a series of 
Practical Sermons, ched at St. 

ames's Church, Bath. By the Rev. 
ichard Warner, Curate of that Parish. 
Vol. Il. 1amo- 5s. 


Certain Principles in Evanson’s “ Dis- 
sonance of the Four Evangelists,” &e. 
examined in Eight Discourses, delivered 
before the University of Oxford, at Sr. 
Mary's, in the year r810, at the Lec 
ture founded by the Rev. —_ Bampton, 
Canon of Salisbury. By Thomas Falco- 
ner, A.M. of Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

p.. Moray wee : aoe For’s or 
of the art of the Reign of James 
the Second. By Samuel Heyw , Set- 


By -geant at law. 4to. 1. 16s. 


; Devotional and Doctrinal Extracts 
rom Epistles of the Yearly Meeti 
Landen, of the salt 


ple called 
_— the Year 1678 to 1810. oe 
7 . 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
The great ge ae oe | matter obliges us to omit many valuable commu- 


sications whi 


A Correspondent wishes us to 
rian Society that there is a complai 


to the present number, 


to the Conductors of the Western Unita- 
among the old members of the want ol 


new publications in the annual list. We have not the means of ascertaining whe 
ther the complaint be well-founded ; but we think it right not to stifle the com- 


munication, 
* concerns. 


that it will be taken into consideration by those whom 



































